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PANC (Anchorage Intl, 

AK, US) issued at 1525 

UTC 02 Feb 2018

New product, Alaska Aviation Guidance (AAG), not a TAF, 

but plain language aviation guidance/information.

Text: PANC 021525Z 0215/0318 VRB04KT P6SM SKC

Forecast period: 1500 UTC 02 February 2018 to 1800 UTC 03 February 2018

Forecast type: FROM: standard forecast or significant change

Winds: variable direction winds at 5 MPH (4 knots; 2.1 m/s)

Visibility: 6 or more sm (10+ km)

Ceiling: at least 12,000 feet AGL

Clouds: clear skies

Plain Language Aviation Guidance for 
Alaska

• What's the problem? 
– Lack of aviation forecasts across Alaska. 
– Just 39 TAFs across the state, versus 650 TAFs in the lower 48.

• Why can’t we add more TAFs? 
– Lack of resources (staffing, etc.)

• But we can take advantage of the Localized Aviation MOS program (LAMP). 



• LAMP is a coded format that forecasters are trained to use in preparation 

of their forecast. But, you probably don’t want to do the decoding. 

PHBK   BARKING SANDS NAS     GFS LAMP GUIDANCE   2/02/2018  1600 UTC             
 UTC  17 18 19 20 21 22 23 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17  
 CIG   4  3  4  4  4  4  4  4  5  5  4  3  5  5  5  5  5  3  2  5  5  3  3  4  4  
 VIS   3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  4  3  3  5  4  4  6  5  7  4  3  4  3  5  5  5  5  
 OBV  BR BR BR BR BR BR HZ  N BR  N  N BR BR BR BR  N  N BR BR BR BR  N BR BR BR  
                                                                                  
 PHHI   WHEELER AAF           GFS LAMP GUIDANCE   2/02/2018  1600 UTC             
 UTC  17 18 19 20 21 22 23 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17  
 TMP  70 69 71 72 74 75 75 76 75 74 74 73 72 70999999999999999999999999999999999  
 DPT  69 69 71 71 71 71 71 70 70 70 69 69 69 68999999999999999999999999999999999  
 WDR  15 16 16 16 15 17 17 18 19 17 17 16 14 14 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99  
 WSP  04 04 05 07 10 07 06 06 06 07 07 06 08 06 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99  
 WGS  NG NG NG NG NG NG NG NG NG NG NG NG NG NG999999999999999999999999999999999  
 PPO  32 36 37 34 34 34 35 31 32 32 28 26 26 24 22 20 19 15 14 11 10  7  7  5  3  
 PCO   Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  
 P06                       72                63                52                 
 CLD  OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV OV  
 CIG   3  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  3  3  4  3  6  5  3  5  3  3  3  4  4  3  3  4  4  
 CCG   3  2  3  2  4  8  4  4  5  3  4  2  4  6  5  5  3  3  4  3  3  4  4  4  4  
 VIS   7  7  7  7  7  6  5  5  5  5  5  5  5  7  7  7  7  7  7  7  7  7  7  7  7  
 CVS   5  5  5  5  5  5  4  4  5  4  4  5  5  6  5  3  5  6  5  5  5  5  7  7  7  
 OBV   N  N  N  N  N  N HZ BR BR BR BR BR BR  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  
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• Instead we’ll translate it…

• What is it? 
– The AAG is an automated 0-6 hour product, issued every hour 24/7 for the state of 

Alaska. 
– The format is plain language text. 
– This product supplements the 39 TAFs done in Alaska. 

• How many? 
– About a 100 locations, another 30 to be added later in the year.
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• When does it start? 
– Projected to begin in July 2018, depending on scheduling etc. 
– FAA provided a list of 157 airports for this specific product, and the NWS 

will continue to work toward that goal. 

• Strengths:
– AAG is updated every hour. 
– Plain language format. 
– 100 locations being added, another 30 or so later in the year.

• Weaknesses:
– Entirely automated product, no human oversight, so pilots need to ensure 

they appraise all products to have a proper understanding on the hazards 
of the day. 

– No convection is forecasted in this product, so you will not see 
thunderstorms in the AAG, though there is ongoing work to add 
convection by 2021.



Questions? 

Contact info: Michael.Graf@noaa.gov

Phone: 301-427-9109
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