
 

1921 Hurricane Inundates West Florida 

Fact Sheet 
 

Event date: October 20 - 30, 1921 
Peak winds: 140 mph 

Landfall winds: 120 mph 
Max winds in Tampa: 75 mph

Death toll: ~10 
Minimum Pressure: 941 mb 

Landfall pressure: 951 mb 
Max storm surge: ~10.5 feet in Tampa Bay 

 

 
Figure 1: Damage at Tampa ports and Bayshore.  

 
Summary of event: 
The morning of the event a small column on the front page of the Tampa Times was 
dedicated to warning the public of the impending disaster. The final statement given by 
Meteorologist W. J. Bennett at 11:30 on October 24, 1921 was that, “we are apparently in 
the apparent path of the storm, but in the past in practically identical circumstances, 
similar storms have always veered either to the north or the south of us, and probably this 
one will do likewise.” The last advisory at the time of printing said, “Tropical storm central 
near latitude 25 north, longitude 85 west and moving slowly north northeastward, 
attended by gales over east gulf and winds of hurricane forces near its center.” 
Approximately 42 hours of rainfall preceded landfall, and the rainfall for the event totaled 
8.53 inches at the Tampa weather bureau. The highest amount of rainfall fell in St. Leo and 
totaled 11.7 inches. The estimated highest tide above mean low water was 10.5 feet in 
Tampa Bay.  
 
After the storm had passed, the damage to the Tampa Bay area was extensive. Rumors 
circulated that Pass-a-Grille was wiped out, with total losses estimated at around 5 million 
dollars. Of those that survived the fury of the storm, several harrowing stories came to 
light. One elderly man clung to a palm tree throughout the night with his wife in his grasp. 
Unfortunately he was unable to save her from the pounding waves and she was lost to the 
storm. Another man climbed a tree and stayed there for the night in order to escape surge 



 

waters. A woman rode out the storm in a cockleshell rowboat for 11 hours. She was swept 
10 miles across the bay. Another man swam the estimated half mile from his house to dry 
land with his two-year-old child on his back after the flood waters inundated his house. He 
enlisted the local firefighters to rescue the rest of his marooned family from the second 
floor of his house. 
 
It appears the final loss was estimated at less than $2 million and the state of Florida 
sustained the loss of three lives. At 10:30 on the morning after the hurricane’s landfall Red 
Cross supplies were sent to hard-hit cities. Homes along Bayshore in Tampa were 
devastated, and there was significant property damage in Pass-a-Grille and surrounding 
coastal areas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Figure 2. Proposed storm track by the Weather Bureau. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Figure 3. Newspaper headlines and more damage pictures from various local newspapers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Figure 4. Newspaper clippings and damage pictures from various Florida  newspapers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Figure 5. Headlines from the St. Petersburg Times of October 26, 1921. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Figure 6. More newspaper headlines and damage pictures from various Florida newspapers. 

 
Links for more information: 
http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/general/lib/lib1/nhclib/mwreviews/1921.pdf. 
http://www.baynews9.com/content/36/2009/10/22/536870.html.  
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