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Severe Weather and Significant Flooding Wednesday into the Weekend
Several days of very heavy rainfall will likely cause widespread flooding and flash flooding

Key Messages
● A very active, and potentially very dangerous 

weather pattern will set up by Wednesday and 
continue into the weekend.

● A significant severe weather event is expected 
Wednesday into Wednesday night with a risk 
lingering through Saturday.

● Significant and potentially historic rainfall will 
begin Wednesday afternoon, with numerous 
rounds of heavy rain continuing on into the first 
half of next weekend leading to major flash 
flooding

What Can You Do?
● Prepare for heavy rain impacts by clearing 

drainages, and moving sensitive property

● Monitor for updates

Next Update: by 4am Tuesday

NEW
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Severe Thunderstorm Risk Tuesday Night
Level 1 of 5 (Marginal Risk)

● An approaching cold front will bring the 
potential for isolated strong to severe 
thunderstorms as early as late Tuesday night 
across northern and western areas of our 
region.

● Portions of the region are included in a 
Marginal Risk late Tuesday night, mainly 
southeast Missouri and southern Illinois.

● All modes of severe weather are possible, 
along with brief heavy downpours.
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Severe Thunderstorm Risk Wednesday/Wednesday Night
Level 3 of 5 (Enhanced Risk)

● A significant severe weather outbreak is 
expected Wednesday and Wednesday night.

● The entire region is included in an Enhanced Risk 
of severe thunderstorms.

● All severe weather threats will be possible, 
including large to very large hail, widespread 
damaging winds and potentially strong tornadoes.
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Black Hatching Indicates a 10% or Greater Risk of 
Significant Severe Weather



National Weather Service

3:06 PM
March 31, 2025

Paducah, KY
National Weather Service

Late 
Afternoon

Early 
Evening

Late 
Evening

Severe Thunderstorm Risk Wednesday

● Preliminary Timing 
Information

● Be alert for this to 
change as the event 
approaches!
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Severe Thunderstorm Risk Thursday/Thursday Night

● The potential for severe thunderstorms will 
linger into Thursday.

● All but the far northwest portion of our region 
is included in the Day 4 Severe Thunderstorm 
Outlook and Friday and Saturday may be 
added later

● All severe weather threats will continue to be 
possible.

● Heavy downpours will continue, and the 
potential for flash flooding will continue and 
increase.

● Timing is highly uncertain as it is dependent 
entirely on exactly how thunderstorms develop 
Wednesday

● This risk may persist with the stalled front
in the area
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Excessive Rainfall Outlook Wednesday into Wednesday night
Level 3 of 4 (Moderate Risk)

● A frontal boundary draped across our region will 
be the focus of rounds of heavy rainfall 
Wednesday afternoon and night.

● The region is included in the Day 3 Slight to 
Moderate Risk of Excessive Rainfall Outlook.

● Rainfall totals for the Wednesday afternoon to 
Wednesday night time frame are 2 to 3.5 inches.

● Significant impacts may begin by Wednesday
evening
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Excessive Rainfall Outlook Thursday through Thursday night
Level 3 of 4 (Moderate Risk)

● Rounds of heavy rainfall will continue 
Thursday and Thursday night.

● The region is included in the Day 4 Slight to 
Moderate Risk of Excessive Rainfall Outlook.

● Rainfall totals for the Thursday to Thursday 
night time frame are 1.25 to 3.5 inches, with 
the highest amounts across west Kentucky.
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Current Forecast Rainfall Totals Wednesday through Saturday Night
Widespread Significant Flooding and Flash Flooding is Expected!

● Confidence remains high in a prolonged period 
of heavy rainfall Wednesday afternoon through 
Saturday night.

● Numerous rounds of heavy showers and 
thunderstorms are expected to produce multiple 
inches of rainfall through the period. The entire 
Quad State is expected to receive from 
Wednesday afternoon through Saturday night 
at least 6-9”, with 9-12” likely over west 
Kentucky and adjacent portions of southeast 
Missouri, southern Illinois and southwest 
Indiana.  Isolated higher amounts are possible.

● Significant and potentially 
life-threatening flash flooding is 
expected. River flooding will also develop 
across many area rivers.

● Details of the timing and placement of the 
heaviest rainfall and flash flooding threat will  
fluctuate some as the event approaches.

● Continue to monitor the latest forecasts and 
briefings for updates.
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Severe Weather Potential Sunday
Slight risk for severe weather on Sunday across the entire region

What We Know
● Severe weather looks increasingly likely on 

Sunday into Sunday evening
● All modes of severe weather are possible, 

including tornadoes, very large hail, and 
damaging wind gusts

● Level 2 of 5 (Slight Risk)

What We Don’t Know
● Precise storm timing (primarily afternoon and 

evening)
● Storm coverage (isolated, scattered, or 

numerous)

Actions You Can Take
● Check back for forecast updates as we get 

closer
● Make an emergency kit and make a plan for 

sheltering


