DRAFT #1 — March 14, 2005
Functional Requirements for Processing Ratings

The USGS makes their ratings their ratings available to RFCs on a website. Each day,
the USGS runs a program at each District office to transfer the current rating with
appropriate shifts to this website.

RFCs need a standard methodology to obtain these ratings, update the NWSRFES data
base if appropriate, and then make these available to the appropriate WFO. Some
procedures are already in place to perform these tasks. These procedures will provide a
valuable starting point to develop a single set of standardized procedures. With a single
set of agreed-to procedures, this functionality can then be implemented into baseline
AWIPS software and the maintenance and support of these procedures can be taken over
by OCWWS.

Following are the capabilities that the system to access the USGS ratings and then
provide them for use in NWS offices:

1) Archival of USGS — All new rating from the USGS should be archived at the
RFC.

2) Archival of NWSRFS Ratings — All ratings used in NWSREFS should be archived
at the RFC.

3) Status of ratings — A user should be able to see the date that all ratings in their
system were updated by the USGS and in NWSRFS. The user should be able to
specify a specific rating for comparison.

4) Implement Ratings in NWSRFS Manually — A user should be able to graphically
compare the current NWSRFS and USGS rating curves. This GUI should allow
the user to update the rating in NWSRFS by (1) “dragging and dropping”
locations in the NWSREFS rating curve based on the current USGS rating or (2)
replacing the current NWSRFES rating curve with the USGS rating curve.

5) Precision of the Rating curve — The USGS rating curve is specified every 0.01
foot. The user should be able specify the interval of the rating curve points from
the USGS —1i.e. 0.01, 0.1, 0.2, 1.0, etc.

6) Log file — All changes in ratings in NWSRFS should be logged and a utility is
needed to be able to review that log file.

7) Implement Ratings in NWSRFS Automatically — An RFC should be able to take
the ratings from the USGS and place them directly into NWSRFS with no manual
intervention. (An office could choose between Item 4 and Item 7 for processing
their ratings.)

8) Ratings in the RFC IHFS database — When a rating is changed in NWSRFES, that
rating should also be updated in the RFC IHFS database. This transfer should be
automatic.

9) Ratings in the WFO IHFS database — When a rating is updated at the RFC, that
update should be automatically updated in the WFO database.



10) Notification of Rating Changes — When a rating is changed in the WFO IHFS
database, the appropriate Service Hydrologist/Hydro Focal Point should be
notified by email of the change. This notification should be optional and at the
discretion of the WFO.

11) Point-n-click menu system — All of these capabilities at the RFC and WFO that
are run on demand should be available thru a Tcl/tk menu system.



