



































flood stage during the period from April 4 to 9.
Four flood crests occurred during that period with
the highest crest of 13.55 ft, (flood stage 12 ft.)
on April 6. Flooding along the main stem of the
Zumbro was more severe and on April 7 ap-
proached within 1/2 {1, of the new record stage of
45.75 ft. set in March at Theilman, Minn., This
crest and those on April 5 and April 8, exceeded
the previous record stage of 43,43 ft, which oc~
curred on July 22, 1951 (table 1A).

The Root River, which experienced record
flooding during March, exceeded flood stage by
0.5 to 2,53 ft. during the first half of April. On
April 6 and 7 it came within 1.5 ft. of the new
record crest of 50.8 ft. set on March 2 at Hokah,

Minn. (table 14). )
The upper lowa River near Dorchester, lowa,

was out of its banks from April 3 to 9 (table 1B),
It receded below bankfull stage briefly on April
4 and was back above flood stage again on April
5. The highest flood crest of the four reported
during April was 17.5 ft. (flood stage 14 ft.) on
April 6, Thiswaslessthan(.4 ft. below the March
1 crest of 17.85 ft,

The Kickapoo River at Soldiers Grove, Wis,,
exceeded flood stage from April 4 to 13, with a
crest of 725,3 ft. (flood stage 723.0 ft.) on April
12, The flooding during March was higher than
in April, with a crest of 726.0 ft. on March 3,
This was 0,7 ft. higher than the April 12 crest,
but was 5.6 ft, below the record stage of 731.6 ft,
reported on July 21, 1951 (table 1B).

The Wiscounsin River reached bank{ull stage at
Wiscongin Rapids, Wis., on April 13, but did not
rise any higher. Farther downstream at Portage,
Wis,, it exceeded flood stage by 1.5 ft. on April
16,

Minor flooding occurred on the Turkey and
Wapsipinicon Rivers in lowa and onthe Pecatonica
and Rock Rivers in southern Wisconsin and north-
ern Illinois (table 1B). Flood damage was negli-
gible as higher stages had been reached in the
same areas in February and March. Only un-
planted farmland and pastures were involved,

Major flooding occurred on streams in the
interior sections of lowa during April (tables 1C
and 1D). The West Fork of the Des Moines River
reached a record stage of 15,61 ft, at Estherville,
lowa, on April 10, exceeding the previous record
stage of 15,53 ft. set on June 8, 1953, At Hum-
boldt, it was above flood stage from April4 to 26,
and the new record crest of 13,9 ft. on April 8
exceeded flood stage by 5.9 ft. and the previous
record stage on June 23, 1947, by 1.7 fi, (table
1C). At Boone and Des Moines, lowa, on the Des
Moines, the crests were the second highest of
record (table 7A). At Ottumwa, lowa, the river
was in flood from April 5 to 21, and the crest on
April 11 was the fourth highest of record (table
7A)

On the Jowa River the crest on April 13 was the
highest of record at Wapello and the second highest

of record at Marshalltown, lowa, Onother streams
in Iowa, the crests were the third and fourth
highest of record.

A general period of showers and thunderstorms
over most of Missouri and Illinois from April 3 to
6 (table 4A and figs. 8B and 10G) produced gen-
eral rises in all tributary streams in the two
States to bankfull or slightly above during the first
half of the month, General rains on April 14-15
(table 4A and fig, 10H) produced some marked
rises on most rivers and prolonged the flooding
on the Illinois River and some of its tributaries,
A third period of general rain on April 24-25
(table 4A and figs, 8D, 101, and 10J) produced
second crests above flood stage on the Illinois,
Exceptionally intense rainfall, totaling from 2 to
4 in, in the upper portion of the Kaskaskia, pro-
duced a crest of 20,2 ft., 2,21t, above flood stage,
at Vandalia, Ill., on April 28, (table 1D), The
Big Muddy River at Murphysboro, Il1,, was out of
its banks from April 9 to 22, with a crest 1.4 ft.
above flood stage on April 12 and 13,

Unprecedented flooding (tables 1D and 1E)along
the Mississippi exceeded flood levelsatall gaging
stations from Libby, Minn., to Caruthersville, Mo,
{below the mouth of the Ohioc River). The only
exception was St. Louis, Mo., where the crest
came within 1.2 ft. of flood stage on April 17,
Flooding in the reach atand above Keithsburg, 11,
generally started in the period April 8-18 (tables
1D and 1E). Below Keithsburg, flood stages were
exceeded a few days earlier, mainly in the period
April 6-11, because of the concentrations in Towa
and Illinois of the moderate to heavy rainfalls of
April 5-6 and 8-11 (table 4A and figs. 8B, 8C),

New record high stages were established from
Fort Ripley, Minn., to Hannibal, Mo., a distance
of 672 miles, during the period April 16to May 4,
The May crests, in the reach between Keokuk,
Iowa, and Alton, Ill., occurred within the first four
days of the month (table 1E and fig. 4B). All
gaging stations from St, Paul, Minn,, to Muscatine,
lowa, experienced crest stages 1.4 to 4.5 ft, above
previous record flood peaks (tables 1D and 1E).
The river was at a level higher than the previous
maximum crests for an average of 13 days from
Red Wing, Minn., to Burlington, lowa (figs., 9C to
9E). Between Quincy and Grafton, lil., the river
was above flood stage for over 40 successive days
(table 1E).

At the time the Mississippi was cresting at St,
Paul, Minn., on April 16, contributions from down-
stream tributaries had already raisedtheriverin
the reach from Keithsburg, I, to lLouisiana,
Mo., to levels approaching those attained during
the major floods of 1947 and 1960, A crest of 16,5
ft. was observed at Keithsburg on April 17 (table
1E). The river then fell only slightly (0.6 ft.) at
Keithsburg before it began to rise again, reaching
a new record stage of 20.36 ft, on April 27, when
the upstream crest was augmented by the heavy
rains of April 23-26 in southeastern Iowa and


































































































































































































































































































