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Service Change Notice 11-08 
National Weather Service Headquarters Washington DC 
1027 AM EST Thu Feb 3 2011 
 
To:      Subscribers: 
         -Family of Services 
         -NOAA Weather Wire Service 
         -Emergency Managers Weather Information Network 
         -NOAAPort 
         Other NWS Partners, Users and Employees 
 
From:    Therese Z. Pierce 
         Chief, Marine and Coastal Services Branch 
 
Subject: Changes to Watches and Warnings Issued by Weather Forecast 
Offices for Tropical Cyclones in the Atlantic and Eastern Pacific 
Hurricane Basins: Effective May 15, 2011 
 
Reference: Service Change Notice (SCN) 11-07 issued February 3, 2011: 
Changes to the Hurricane Local Statement Format Issued by Weather Forecast 
Offices for Tropical Cyclones in the Atlantic and Eastern Pacific 
Hurricane Basins: Effective May 15, 2011 
 
Beginning on May 15, 2011, in response to feedback from partners and users 
and as the first phase in a long-term NWS plan to unify the issuance of 
Tropical Cyclone Watches and Warnings, the following changes will be made 
to tropical cyclone watches and warnings issued by the NWS. 
 
Service Changes from Weather Forecast Offices (WFOs): 
 
WFOs will no longer issue Tropical Cyclone Wind Watches and Warnings for 
affected inland (public) zones in their areas of responsibility. 
 
Specifically, the following watches and warnings will no longer be issued 
by WFOs for inland zones: 
 
Tropical Storm Wind Watch 
Tropical Storm Wind Warning 
Hurricane Wind Watch 
Hurricane Wind Warning 
 
The following Valid Time Event Code (VTEC) event names and associated 
phenomena codes will be discontinued: 
 
Tropical Storm Wind and phenomena code /TI/ 
Hurricane Wind and phenomena code /HI/ 
 
Beginning on May 15, 2011, WFOs will issue Tropical Cyclone Watches and 
Warnings for inland (public) zones in their area of responsibility. 
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Specifically, the following watches and warnings will be issued by WFOs 
for inland zones via the WFO’s Hurricane Local Statement (HLS) product: 
 
Tropical Storm Watch 
Tropical Storm Warning 
Hurricane Watch 
Hurricane Warning 
 
The following VTEC event names and associated phenomena codes will be 
issued by WFOs for inland zones effective May 15, 2011: 
 
Tropical Storm and phenomena code /TR/ 
Hurricane and phenomena code /HU/ 
 
WFOs will issue Tropical Storm/Hurricane Watches for their inland zones 
when tropical storm/hurricane force winds are possible within 48 hours 
from a tropical cyclone.  WFOs will issue Tropical Storm/Hurricane 
Warnings when tropical storm/hurricane force winds are expected within 36 
hours from a tropical cyclone. 
 
The associated VTEC Event Tracking Numbers (ETNs) will be unified for all 
tropical cyclone watches and warnings for inland (public) zones, coastal 
(public) zones, and marine zones, for a given event.  In short, if the 
National Hurricane Center (NHC) has issued a Tropical Cyclone Valid Time 
Event Code (TCV) product, then the ETN in the TCV will be the same as the 
ETN in all WFO-issued HLS products for the event. 
 
These changes in WFO services will be reflected in the WFO’s HLS products. 
 
There is no change in the provision and delivery of Tropical Cyclone 
Watches and Warnings for coastal (land) zones issued by the NHC.  There is 
no change in the TCV products issued by NHC. 
 
There is no change in the provision and delivery of High Wind Watches and 
Warnings by those inland offices issuing a Non-Precipitation Weather 
Product (NPW) in tropical cyclone situations. 
 
There is no change in the provision and delivery of Tropical Cyclone 
Watches and Warnings from NWS Offices in the central and western Pacific 
hurricane basins. 
 
If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact: 
 
Timothy Schott 
National Weather Service 
Marine and Coastal Services Branch 
Silver Spring, MD 
301-713-1677, x 122 
timothy.schott@noaa.gov 
 
National Service Change Notices are online at: 
https://www.weather.gov/notification/archive 
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