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NWS Twin Cities Drought Update
Introduction of Exceptional Drought in SE & NE MN This Week

Key Messages
● Very little rainfall over the past week.

● There has been 1 class degradation in drought 
conditions across portions of MN since last 
week.

● Exceptional drought (D4) added to MN for only 
the 2nd time in drought monitor history.

● Dry weather expected to continue for the next 7 
days may deteriorate the drought further.   

Next Scheduled Update
● The next drought packet is scheduled for 

Thursday September 14th.

        Important Updates

● One class degradation across portions of Twin 
Cities metro and S MN from last week.

● Exceptional drought (D4) added to SE & NE MN

NEW
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Drought Monitor Change
Latest Trend in the Drought Monitor for the North Central U.S.

1 Week 
Change

4 Week 
Change
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Recent Precipitation and Temperature

Last Week’s Precipitation Totals/Departure Last Week’s Temperature Departure

Highlights
➔ Much of the region saw little meaningful rainfall in the last week, as well as much higher than normal temperatures.
➔ With little rainfall expected this week too, we can expect more deterioration in drought conditions across the region. 
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Precipitation Deficits

Highlights
➔ At least in the past 30 days, a few pockets of the region have seen above normal rainfall.
➔ However, even with some short term help, over the past 6 to 12 months, major precipitation deficits remain and drought conditions 

persist. 

30 Day Percent Normal 6-Month Percent Normal 12-Month Percent Normal
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Hydrologic Conditions - MN and WI
Average streamflow for the past 7 days

Highlights
➔ USGS streamflows are mostly near to 

below normal for early September.
➔ The Upper Mississippi (above the Twin 

Cities) remains very close to or below low 
water thresholds. 
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Soil Moisture Conditions

Highlights
➔ Both Topsoil and Subsoil moisture conditions have decreased due to the recent heat waves and dry weather this week.
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Soil and Crop Conditions
Soil Conditions and Crop Conditions for mid August

Highlights
Crop conditions remain relatively good considering the drought 
conditions, with pasture/hay bearing the worst of it. Corn and beans 
are in the 15 to 20 percent poor/very poor range.

MN

WI

Minnesota
(Entire State)

As of 
Sep 3

Very Short 
Moisture

Short 
Moisture

Adequate 
Moisture

Moisture 
Surplus

Topsoil 28% 43% 29% 0%

Subsoil 24% 48% 28% 0%

Wisconsin
(Entire State)

As of 
Sep 3

Very Short 
Moisture

Short 
Moisture

Adequate 
Moisture

Moisture 
Surplus

Topsoil 18% 40% 42% 0%

Subsoil 23% 39% 38% 0%

Soil Moisture Condition
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Fire Danger Condition
Fire Danger ratings for date specified ONLY

Current MN Fire Danger

Current WI Fire Danger

Highlights
➔ Areas of moderate to high fire 

danger persist over both states.

➔ Recent hot dry weather will not 
help. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285640998&usg=AOvVaw21ympoOD2YD0vMtbErt4sD
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285641965&usg=AOvVaw2DbVYcuDK40GOmszlq7nxV
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Forecast Precipitation
Next 7 Days

Highlights 
➔ Very little rainfall is expected over the next seven 

days.
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Short Term Climate Outlook
For more information visit: https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

Highlights
➔ A brief reprieve from the heat 

with near normal 
temperatures likely during 
the second week of 
September. 

➔ Above normal temperatures 
are favored to build back in 
mid-month.

➔ There is a moderate trend 
toward drier than normal 
conditions during the next 
two weeks.

8-14 Day Outlook (Sep 14th-20th)6-10 Day Outlook (Sep 12th-16th)

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285770672&usg=AOvVaw06uI58tVyfgGT7UNNCm2ub
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Drought Category Definitions
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Questions, Comments, and Resources

Contact Information
If you have questions or comments about this information, 
please contact:

NOAA/National Weather Service
Twin Cities/Chanhassen
1733 Lake Drive West
Chanhassen, MN 55317

Phone: 952-361-6670
Email: nws.twincities@noaa.gov

The drought monitor is a multi-agency effort involving NOAA’s National 
Weather Service and National Climatic Data Center, the USDA, state and 
regional center climatologists and the National Drought Mitigation Center. 
Information for this statement has been gathered from NWS and FAA 
observation sites, cooperative and volunteer observations, USDAFS, the 
USDA and USGS.

Acknowledgments: 

Additional Resources

U.S. Drought Monitor: www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu
Current MN drought conditions: www.drought.gov/state/minnesota
Current WI drought Conditions: www.drought.gov/state/wisconsin
Climate Prediction Center (CPC): www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
Midwestern Regional Climate Center: https://mrcc.illinois.edu/ 
MN Climatology Office: https://climateapps.dnr.state.mn.us/index.htm 
WI State Climatology Office: www.aos.wisc.edu/~sco
MN DNR Fire Danger:
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html 
WI DNR Fire Danger: https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/forestfire/restrictions.asp 
NWS Precipitation Data: https://water.weather.gov/precip/
USGS Hydrologic data: https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/ 
USDA crop reports: https://www.nass.usda.gov/ 

Additional information on current drought conditions may be 
found at the following web addresses:

mailto:nws.twincities@noaa.gov
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817109&usg=AOvVaw1nRePTcW4v-QgV1uSeMhah
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.drought.gov/state/minnesota&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817265&usg=AOvVaw3Rst2QwPaFowIYmRZA5HBF
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.drought.gov/state/wisconsin&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817343&usg=AOvVaw2CZ7zDa36F2pNwmNltBZVQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817406&usg=AOvVaw3suGOq7WrZC5tUK4Tgrwfa
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://mrcc.illinois.edu/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817476&usg=AOvVaw3B1UkMSYX8DEkv-kUbXUF4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://climateapps.dnr.state.mn.us/index.htm&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817571&usg=AOvVaw0uJumPbVEcWCLGBPUFGqcP
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.aos.wisc.edu/~sco&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817655&usg=AOvVaw0X0NavUONoRfWigoJlw3SQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817756&usg=AOvVaw2z3D4L17pjMzvy15CX1d5_
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/forestfire/restrictions.asp&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817851&usg=AOvVaw3BmJhz9zL5C-n0w5n7BzJw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://water.weather.gov/precip/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817918&usg=AOvVaw2JQPYaZ8Wq_fausbZG1RUw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285817980&usg=AOvVaw1jSbkrSvbFLVNikR0_vuac
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.nass.usda.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1694122285818042&usg=AOvVaw1kjh5JKlcoAaCTtp5DyaO9

