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Drought Information Statement for

West Texas & Southeast New Mexico
Valid 04/11/2024

Issued By: WFO Midland/Odessa
Contact Information: sr-maf.webmaster@noaa.gov
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This product will be updated May. 11, 2024 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at https:/drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e  Please visit https://www.weather.gov/maf/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
T"’m " ,a"s Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for [region]
e DROUGHT CONDITIONS UNCHANGED FOR WEST U.S. Drought Monitor April 9, 2024
TEXAS AND SE NM. Midland/Odessa, TX WFO e

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None [ DO | D1 73 D3 D4

Current 417 (2115 (4156 | 2157 | 531 | 6.24

e Drought intensity and Extent
o D4 (Exceptional Drought): Much of Eddy County

Last Week
s 417 (2115 (4156 | 2157 | 531 | 6.24

and Western Lea COU nty 3'2'5;:}3?“ 1372|2502 (2693 | 2174 | 545 | 624
o D3 (Extreme Drought): Portions of the Davis o o 0
Mountalns, VaterYear [ 000 | 505 |2007 | 249 | 2381 | 858

OneYearAgo | o35 | 3p3g |37.75 | 2208 | 647 | 0.9
04-11.2023

o D2 (Severe Drought): Marfa Plateau, Culberson
County and portions of Eddy and Lea counties.
o D1 (Moderate Drought): Davis Mountain

Intensity:

[INone [ D2 severe Drought
[ oo AbnormallyDry Il D3 Extreme Drought
[1 D1 Moderate Drought |Jllll D4 Exceptional Drought

Foothills, western portions of the Permian e o P e
Basin and much of Brewster County. .

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): Eastern portions of the Sebulb
Permian Basin and Lower Trans Pecos USDA i (%) @

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid 8am EST April 11th.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
v Midland/Odessa

U.S. Department of Commerce



Recent Change in Drought Intensity

»> Link to the latest 1-week change map for [region]

One Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
No changes in the last week.

April 9, 2024
compared to
April 2, 2024

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Midland/Odessa, TX WFO

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Bl 5 Ciass Degradation
I ¢ Class Degradation
[ 3 Class Degradation
[ 2 Class Degradation
[1 1 Class Degradation
"1 No change

[ 1 class Improvement
[[7] 2 Class Improvement
I : Class Improvement
B ¢ Class improvemen t
M 5 Ciass improvemen t

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 1-week change map valid 8am

EST April 11th.

National Weather Service
Midland/Odessa




\ONg,

o

é Precipitation
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Precipitation (in)

e Little precipitation fell
during the second half

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
3/12/2024 - 4/10/2024

of March and into early 125 .
April with the Rio "
Grande Valley and N
much of southeast New . 3°
Mexico falling well 5
below normal. The 3 =
Permian Basin ended 2 7°
up receiving much of e 7
their April rainfall over 01 5

the last several days.

Generaled 4/171/2024 at HPRCC using provisional dola. NOAA Regional Climote Centers ©t HPRCC using provisional data NOAA Regional Climate Cente

Image Captions:

Left - Precipitation Amount for West Texas and SE NM

Right - Percent of Normal Precipitation for West Texas and SE NM
Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center.

Data over the past 30 days ending April 10, 2024

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
v Midland/Odessa

U.S. Department of Commerce
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& Temperature
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e Daily average Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
temperatures continue 3/12/2024 - 4/10/2024 3/12/2924 - 4/10/2024

to climb as the region
heads into the middle
of spring. Cooler than
normal conditions, by
about 2-3 degrees,
prevailed across the
Marfa Plateau and
portions of southeast
New Mexico.

70

65

60

55

45
40

35

Generated 4/11/2024 at HPRCC using provisional dela NOAA Regional Climate Centers 074 ot HPRCC using provisional dato. NOAA Regional Climate Centers

Image Captions:

Left - Average Temperature

Right - Departure from Normal Temperature

Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center.
Data over the past 30 days ending April 11, 2024

@ zftiona:‘%eifgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration .
v U.S. Department of Commerce M Id l.a nd/Odessa
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> Links: See/submit
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts
e Most area rivers and tributaries remain near baseflow. Area reservoirs are
at 46.1% conservation capacity. See next page for more details.

Agricultural Impacts
e Per Agrilife Texas A&M Crop and Weather Report, corn has had less than
ideal growing conditions due to the wind over the last couple weeks.
Cotton growers consider whether or not to irrigate as conditions remain
dry. Livestock was still being supplemented with grain and hay.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Late April and into May will continue to see times where critical fire
weather conditions develop. Fuel load remains low over SE NM and parts

of West Texas.

Other Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time.

Mitigation Actions
Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation

°
National Weather Service

information.
Midland/Odessa

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm
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The Pecos and Rio
Grande Basins are
below to much below
normal

The Conchos basin is
below normal

All other basins are
normal

Midland Monthly
Hydrology Report for

February

March Rainfall

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Hednesday, April 10, 2024
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Explanation - Percentile classes
<10 10-24 | 25-75 | 76-90 >90 .
Low 1 High |No Data

bove  |Much abovel
rmal

Much below] Below Al
normal | normal | Normal | normal noi

Image Caption: USGS 7 day streamflows for Texas,
valid 10 April 2024

Reservoir Pool Current %
Elevation Elevation Full
JB Thomas 2258.00 2226.04 20.0
Colorado 2070.20 2056.59 45.7

City
Champion 2083.00 2068.65 56.6
Creek
Natural Dam

Salt Lake 2457.00 2447.28 48.4
Moss Creek 2337.00 2332.20 79.0
Brantley 3256.70 3246.59 49.0
Avalon 3177.40 3173.27 29.0
Red Bluff 2827.40 2812.33 41.3

National Weather Service
Midland/Odessa
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é Agricultural Impacts
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Crop Moisture Index by Division

. SO i l m O i Stu re CO nti n u eS Weekly Value for Period Ending APR 6, 2024

Short Term Need vs. Availoble Waler in o Shallow Soil Profile

to rank below the
10-20th percentiles
across much of West
Texas and SE NM with
the worst conditions

R

S
over the Marfa Plateau L=
and along the RIO Calculated SoiIAhgoRis%uOr'e 2l'«z)clzrz(ing Percentile e \\Q c:,,,, . N:S}} ,;\\
G ra nde. son < F ) D—zio to -2.9 (Excessively Dry) [1+1.0 to +1.9 (Rbnormally Hoist)
. 23 % % E::J:z t: :;:q I:‘:T:::Ty :Jrs;:avoramy Moist) on:z ::d i;avswjéicessively Hat}
e During the past month, i NG 2 4
. - D & = il
crop moisture has i~ VS o
. fon ZANY A \ 305y ke\v:"v
become noted as being ey
35N i i T -’d, 2
abnormally dry as below N = E’%’@\
normal precipitation has = ‘~ )&“’*"
occurred. X ¢ Image Captions:
T T Left: CPC Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking
S Percentile valid April 11, 2024
20 30 70 80 90 95 99

Right: Crop Moisture Index by Division. Weekly
value for period ending April 06, 2024

@ Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration .
v U.S. Department of Commerce M Id la nd/Odessa
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4 2> Link to

Significant fire potential
outlook look to be above
normal for May for West
Texas and SE NM as dry
and warm conditions look
to persist.

As mentioned before, fuels
are not plentiful across
much of SE NM and West
Texas and will lessen fire
hazard impacts even on
days with more favorable
fire weather conditions.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

OUTDOOR BURN BANS

Email updates to:
burnban@tfs.tamu.edu

DISCLAIMER

local county judge's office or county website.

RI
Additional map format

Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
May 2024

',

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

7

PREDICTIVE|
SERVICES

S\ I Above Normal [ Geographic Area Boundary
G | I Below Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary
- Normal [ state Boundary

Map produced by
Predictive Services,
Nat ragency Fire Center

Boi
Issued April 1, 2024
Next issuance May 1, 2024

Latest TX Burn Ban map available
here.

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire
Potential Monthly Outlook for May 2024

National Weather Service
Midland/Odessa
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é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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e Precipitation chances are slim for
southeast New Mexico and West
Texas with the best chance for rain
with the dryline along the eastern
fringes of the Permian Basin and
Lower Trans Pecos. An upper level
system passes to the north of the
area on Monday, but only brings drier
air into next week.

“>5 [168-Hour Day 1-7 GPF
-25 |valid 00Z Fri Apr 12 2024
10 [ Thyy 00Z Fri Apr 19 2024

-01 ||ssued: 1759Z Thu Apr 11 2024
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC

Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast valid
Friday April 12 to Friday April 19

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
v Midland/Odessa

U.S. Department of Commerce
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& Drought Outlook

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

April typically sees
more precipitation for
the month compared to
March, but remains on
the drier side compared
to the summer months.
Drought conditions
look to persist through
April with below
normal precipitation
expected.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook

Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

&

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook Vi e Al 2024
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released March 31, 2024
(\i‘g;’\\f
AL &
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L7 | Depicts large-scale trends based
. —/'j\\\,/ on subjectively derived probabilities
/)7 PRGOS guided by short- and long-range
/ D statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that
can be affected by short lived events.
2\ "Ongoing" drought areas are
based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4)

Ny S N - = &
L A _ N - | NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
Y * . F f a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

h » \ . Drought persists
¢ 9) Drought remains,
Mo but improves
4 o

Drought removal likely

Author:
Adam Hartman
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Predicti®

Drought development likely

o
‘ Aa Y l:‘ No drought
R | O - . g
" ’> Puerto Rico &= \\4
il https://go.usa.gov/3eZGd

Image Caption:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Released 03
31, 2024 valid for 04 2024

National Weather Service
Midland/Odessa



