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Drought Information Statement for the South

Plains, Rolling Plains, and far Southern Texas
Panhandle

Valid November 2nd, 2023

Issued By: WFO Lubbock, TX
Contact Information: lub.webmaster@noaa.gov

e  This product will be updated when drought conditions redevelop.

Please see all currently available products at https:/drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/lub/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
s . *a"s Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the South Plains, Rolling Plains, and southern Texas Panhandle
e DROUGHT CONDITIONS CONTINUED TO IMPROVE U.S. Drought Monitor October 31, 2023
THROUGH OCTOBER Lubbock, TX WFO T s am et
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droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfolub_trd.png
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& Precipitation
T"’4'* N ,a"s Last 30 days

e October brought
several heavy rain
events which led to a
large swath of the
South Plains and
Rolling Plains over 200
percent of normal
rainfall

e The extreme southern
Texas Panhandle
missed much of this
beneficial rainfall
leading to below
average precipitation

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;

Last Updated: 11/01/23
image courtesy of Drought.gov

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;

Last Updated: 11/01/23
image courtesy of Drought.gov
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& Summary of Impacts
a" Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts
e Areareservoir levels across the South Plains and Rolling Plains saw increases in levels due to well
above average rainfall in upstream basins. Flooding was reported in Lubbock County near playa lakes

Buffalo Springs Lake and Ransom Canyon Lake

Agricultural Impacts
Please see the latest Crop and Weather Report from Texas A&M Agrilife

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Fire weather hazards were greatly reduced during October due to the above average rainfall

Mitigation Actions
Some area cities reported continued watering restrictions. Please refer to your city or municipality

([ J
and/or water provider for mitigation information
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/category/farm-ranch/
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Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

October rains increased area
reservoir levels at White River
Lake and Lake Alan Henry
where much of the rain fell in
upstream basins

Other area reservoirs saw a
decrease due to a lack of
rainfall

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Reservoir

Mackenzie Lake

White River Lake

Lake Alan Henry

Lake Meredith

Conservation Pool (ft)

3100

2370

2220

2936

Current Elevation (ft) Percent Full
3015.6 10%
2353.4 27%
2217.2 92%
2891.3 45%

National Weather Service
Lubbock, TX



‘@ Fire Hazard Impacts
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«"4'* " ”»>  Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center and latest TX burn ban map.
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e County burn bans have
been reduced over the
Rolling Plains but
expanded over the
extreme southern

Texas Panhandle
National Weather Service
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https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
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& Drought Outlook

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
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e Drought category improvements are Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook
expected for the extreme southwestern
and southeastern Texas Panhandle

e Some areas of drought removal are ) =Y ey i e
possible surrounding the extreme o e Ny
southwestern and southeastern Texas (L g a8
Panhandle = 4 W

e Thisis due to the expect impact of
positive ENSO conditions through the
month of November where there are O
greater than normal chances of above
average precipitation

Drought IsPredicted To...

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Persist Improye End Develop A
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 10/19/23
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

