Drought Information Statement for

Southeast Texas and Southwest Louisiana
Valid February 22nd, 2024

Issued By: National Weather Service Lake Charles, Louisiana
Contact Information: sr-lch.ops@noaa.gov

e This product will no longer be issued until the area reaches a severe drought (D2).
e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/lch/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
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https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements

U.S. Drought Monitor Y o6 AM

Link to latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Texas and Louisiana

Key Message
La ke Cha rles , L A WFO (Re/easedvzzr;:iﬁ /;est;zz, 2024)

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 |D1-D4 | D2-D4 fexZnz S’

Cument 4932 ( 50.68 | 10.82 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

e Drought Intensity and Extent

o DO (Abnormally Dry) : Calcasieu, Beauregard
Jefferson Davis, Acadia, St. Landry, Allen,

Evangeline, Avoyelles Parishes. Newton County Crass | 4903|8097 | 1756 | 000 | 000 | 000
Texas. 3%2'2':{‘232‘;90 0.00 |100.00|99.98 | 99.53 | 96.67 | 92.25

. " Start of
O D1 (Moderate Drought): Vernon’ Rapldes _ ” Calgvog-azi);’ear 0.00 |100.00|100.00| 84.16 | 53.02 | 28.24
Parishes. = waiorvear | 0.00 |100.00]100.00{100.00] 20.90 | 88.86

One YearAgo | g4 95 | 544 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
02-21-2023

Intensity:
|:] None |: D2 Severe Drought

[:] D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought

—I-\,E ! l ‘ : [ ] D1 Moderate Drought |l D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
s
’

Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Author:
Richard Heim
NCEI/NOAA
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?South

February 22, 2024
9:06 AM

r& Recent Change in Drought Intensity

“.»>  Link to latest 4-week change map for southeast Texas and southwest Louisiana.

e 4 Week Drought Class Change

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Lake Charles, LA WFO
4 Week

o Drought improved area wide.

February 20, 2024
compared to
January 23, 2024

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
\ ' mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce Lake Charles, LA
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e 30 Day Rainfall Analysis

Roughly 4 to 8+ inches of rain has fallen
over much of southwest Louisiana and
southeast Texas over the past 30 days.

These amounts are roughly 100 to 300
percent of normal. Therefore, normal to
above normal precipitation has occurred
in widespread fashion across the region
over the past 30 days.

U.S. Department of Commerce

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

Inches of Precipitation

0 0.01 05

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;
image courtesy of Drought.gov

30 Day Precipitation Accumulation and Percent of Normal.

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)

Last Updated: 02/21/24

February 22, 2024
9:06 AM

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)

0% 25% 5% 100%
100% 150% 200% 300%

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 02/21/24
image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Lake Charles, LA



February 22, 2024

30 Day Average Temperature 0:06 AM

30 Day Average Temperature and Departure from Normal.

Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
1/23/2024 - 2/21/2024 1/23/2024 - 2/21/2024
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Generated 2/22/2024 at HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Climate Centers Generated 2/22/2024 at HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Climate Centers

Temperatures over the past 30 days have been above normal.

|@' e L National Weather Service
mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce Lake Charles, LA



February 22, 2024

Summary of Impacts 0:06 AM

View or Submit Impacts at Conditions Monitoring Observer Reports or the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts
e None.

Agricultural Impacts
e Hay continues to have to be brought in to meet winter livestock demands.
e Crawfish production has been very low.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e None

Mitigation Actions
e None known

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
\ ’ mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce Lake Charles, LA


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf

February 22, 2024

9:06 AM

Hednesday, February 21, 2024 Hednesday, February 21, 2024
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Explanation - Percentile classes

ANE S s

<10 | 10-24 | 2575 | 76-90 | >90 | .
e 4 b - High NoData |

| Above  Much above
Normal | normal normal

Low |

Much below Below
normal normal

|@' e L National Weather Service
mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce Lake Charles, LA




r& Agricultural Impacts

4= Soil Moisture and Drought Severity Index by Ag Division

Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
FEB 21, 2024
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National Oceanic and

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

February 22, 2024
9:06 AM

National Weather Service
Lake Charles, LA



February 22, 2024

9:06 AM

#:.2 Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

D Outlook for March
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
March 2024

‘(

- Above NOrMal e C€0graphic Area

Boundary
- Below Normal Predictive Services PREDICTIVE
Area Boundary SERVICES
Ij Normal
— State Border Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, ldaho

Issued February 1,2024

Next issuance March 1, 2024

Kbove normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur.
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.

The risk for wildland fires is expected to be below normal as we progress into March due to a wet weather pattern setting
up over the next several weeks.

National Oceanicand National Weather Service
mospneric ministration
Lake Charles, LA

U.S. Department of Commerce
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February 22, 2024

Seven Day Precipitation Forecast 0:06 AM

Little rainfall is forecast through the next 7 days.
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'252 168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF

- Valid 12Z Thu Feb 22 2024

10 | Thry 127 Thu Feb 29 2024

-01 ||ssued: 1021Z Thu Feb 22 2024
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC \ .

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
\ ' mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce Lake Charles, LA




Long Range Outlook through February ™" 22

9:06 AM

Monthly Temperature Outlook

Valid: February 2024
Issued: January 31, 2024

Valid: February 2024
Issued: January 31, 2024

Monthly Precipitation Outiook &
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Drought Outlook

A

Key Message

Chances favor drought conditions across
Louisiana and southeast Texas to end
over the next few months.

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

February 22, 2024
9:06 AM

A three month drought tendency forecast.

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Valid for February 15 - May 31, 2024
Released February 15, 2024

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

Author:
Adam Allgood
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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National Weather Service
Lake Charles, LA




February 22, 2024

Resources 9:06 AM

U.S. Drought Monitor droughtmonitor.unl.edu

9
- NWS Lake Charles Phone Number: (337) 477-5285 ext. 1
- NWS Lake Charles Webpage: www.weather.gov/LCH B,
-> Online Severe Weather Reporting: stormReport A DL ey
-> NWS Lake Charles Facebook www.facebook. com/NW\SlalieC 'rfeé"
-> NWS Lake Charles Twitter tW|tter.com/NWSLakeGhari? Saitldar | gty g
Next Update: As needed. “ﬂ& 4,;
P AT,

National Oceanic and . .
Atmospheric Administration National Weather Service

V U.S. Department of Commerce Lake Charles, LA



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.weather.gov/lch
https://www.weather.gov/lch/submitreport
https://www.facebook.com/NWSLakeCharles
https://twitter.com/NWSLakeCharles

