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U.S. Drought Monitor
Link to latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Texas and Louisiana

Key Message
● Drought Intensity and Extent

○ D4 (Exceptional Drought): northern Vernon, 
northern Avoyelles, and eastern Rapides.

○ D3 (Extreme Drought):northern Jasper, 
northern Newton, southern Vernon, western 
Rapides, northern Beauregard, northern Allen, 
northern Evangeline, southern Avoyelles.

○ D2 (Severe Drought): eastern Tyler, eastern 
Hardin, southern Jasper,, southern Newton, 
Orange, southern Beauregard, Calcasieu, 
Cameron, southern Allen, Jefferson-Davis, 
southern Evangeline, Acadia, St. Landry 
northern Lafayette, northern Upper St. Martin.

○ D1 (Moderate Drought): western Hardin, 
Jefferson, Vermilion, southern Lafayette, 
southern Upper St. Martin, lower St. Martin, 
Iberia, St. Mary.

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?South
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Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to latest 4-week change map for southeast Texas and southwest Louisiana.

● 4 Week Drought Class Change 

○ Drought Worsened: localized area of 
northeast Rapides.
 

○ No Change: scattered portions of central 
and southwest Louisiana.

○ Drought Improved: all of southeast Texas, 
portions of southwest Louisiana, and much 
of south central Louisiana. 
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30 Day Precipitation
30 Day Precipitation Accumulation and Percent of Normal.

4 to 8 inches of rain has fallen over 
southeast Texas and much of southern 
Louisiana. 

There is an isolated area of St. Mary and 
lower St. Martin parishes that have 
received in excess of 8 inches.

These rainfall amounts are generally 
near normal. The small area of St. Mary 
and lower St. Martin parishes that have 
received over 8 inches of rainfall would 
be considered above normal. 

● 30 Day Rainfall Analysis
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30 Day Average Temperature
30 Day Average Temperature and Departure from Normal.

Temperatures over the past 30 days have been near normal.  An area of slightly below normal temperatures was analyzed 
over areas near the Atchafalaya River in south central Louisiana.
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Summary of Impacts
View or Submit Impacts at Conditions Monitoring Observer Reports or the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Many streams continue running below to much below normal.

Agricultural Impacts
● Hay production across the area will not meet winter demands.
● Water sources for livestock remain low in some areas.

Fire Hazard Impacts
● Fire activity will continue to decrease as more precipitation occurs. A wet weather pattern is potentially setting up over 

the next several weeks.

Mitigation Actions
● None known 

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf


National Weather Service

8:29 AM
January 11, 2024

Lake Charles, LA
National Weather Service

Hydrologic Impacts
Streamflows are mostly running below normal in SE Texas and SW Louisiana.
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Agricultural Impacts

Agricultural burn bans have been lifted, however, livestock ponds, creeks, and other natural water sources remain lower 
than normal.  

Soil Moisture and Drought Severity Index by Ag Division
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Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
Outlooks for January and February

The risk for wildland fires is expected to be below normal as we progress into February and March due to a wet weather 
pattern setting up over the next several weeks.
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Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
1.50 to 4 inches of rain is forecast through the next 7 days.
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Long Range Outlook through January
Chances favor near normal temperatures and above normal precipitation.

January Outlook
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Drought Outlook
A three month drought tendency forecast.

Key Message

Chances favor improving drought 
conditions across southeast Texas and 
much of Louisiana. As a matter of fact, 
some areas are likely to be removed 
from the drought monitor within the 
next 3 months. 
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➔ U.S. Drought Monitor droughtmonitor.unl.edu
➔ NWS Lake Charles Phone Number: (337) 477-5285 ext. 1
➔ NWS Lake Charles Webpage: www.weather.gov/LCH    
➔ Online Severe Weather Reporting: stormReport
➔ NWS Lake Charles Facebook www.facebook.com/NWSLakeCharles
➔ NWS Lake Charles Twitter twitter.com/NWSLakeCharles

Next Update: January 18th, 2024 
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Resources

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.weather.gov/lch
https://www.weather.gov/lch/submitreport
https://www.facebook.com/NWSLakeCharles
https://twitter.com/NWSLakeCharles

