The MNational Weather Service has modernized its operations by bringing the
newest and fastest technology intoe the forecast office and integrating it into the
torecast process. One use of technology to support the forecast process 15 Inter-
active Forecast Preparation (IFD). IFP 15 an interactive, graphic means of defin-
ing the forecast state of the atmosphere from a digital datab ase of forecast val-
ues, and from these data, automatically generating forecast products that can be
dizseminated after forecaster rewview. Initialization of the digital forecast data-
base 15 prepared from statistical and numerical models such as Model Output
wtatistics (MOS) and the Eta model, as well as previous forecasts or manually
prepared forecast grids from the Mational Centers for Envireonmental Prediction
(IJCEER). From the initial forecast, IFP tools allow the forecaster to interact
graphically in order to modify the database into its final form. IFP enables fore-
casters to produce arange of machine-generated products with greater spatial
and temporal detail. The computer (1.e. AWIPE) formats the forecast into a suite
of products for dissemination such as text, voice-ready, and graphics.
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Example of the AWIPS d-panel Screen Forecasters use.

Some people Public Products s Non-Precipitation Watchest ~ Couvective Severe Weather
B think that a e Zone Forecasts Warnings/Advisores « Tormado Warning

good forecastiz | * Short Term Forecast - 5'3“'31?3 Thunderstorm

luck. Hazardous Weather Aviation Products Warning
Cutloolk e« Tetminal Aerodrotme o Severe Weather Staternent
Area Weather Summary Forecast

buton st o B Special Weather Statement Transcribed Weather Other Products
e Area Forecast Discussion BEroadcast . Clmate Summary
& Hydrological Products » Regonal Temp and

?GES 1111:) th; _ 8| Winter Weather/ Non- Flood Watche s/ Warning/ 5 rz;:_ipil:at:fmtsltSlunma:ﬁw
orecasting here 8| Precipitation Products iy ublic Info Staternen

at Morth Platte. S o Vinter Storm Warningf Flash Flood Statement Local Storm Report
Gk s Fire Weather Forecast

Benefits of Interactive Forecasting Text Based Forecasts are generated from the NDFD grids to produced by
Preparation the local office.
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Fortions of a site's digital forecast database can be sent snow Accumulation T TR S PR, . = L e
to neighboring sites to produce composite displays. Weather Example of a high temperature graphic created by
the Mational Digital Forecasting Diatabase.




