’AGE FOUR

EDITORIALS:

AFTER THE STORM

Hurrieane Helene lashed the length
and breadth of Brunswick county with
all  her furry Saturday as the eye of
this tropical storm moved up the coast
a few miles off the Cape Fear river bar.

In her wake was left destruction
which may total several million' dollars
in value, for in addition to widespread
damage to homes, buildings, utilities,
roads, docks and piers there was loss
to crops and to other timber that is al-
most impossible to estimate,

That there was no loss of life, nor
even serious injury, reported in the
wake of the storm is a miracle, and re-
flects preat credit to the warning given
to the approaching hurricane and to the
energy and ingenuity with which the
people made preparation to shield
themselves against the storm.

The U. 8. Weather Bureau provided
information that made it possible to
check the location and course of Helene
as she headed toward the mainland,
and radio and television stations that
serve this area kept the public properly
informed. The American Red Cross was
at work long before the first winds were
felt, and with Mrs. Phil King, Chair-
man’ 6f the Brunswick County Chapter,
directing efforts throughout this period
of emergency, shelter and food was pro-
vided for more than 2,000 persons in
the school buildings of Brunswick coun-
ty. The Highway Patrol and the Coast

Sheriff Department in eclearing the
beach areas before the storm struck;
and here in Southport the force of eity
workmen rendered yeoman service he-
fore, during and after the storm.

On duty throughout the period of
emergency was the Brunswick County
Civil Air Patrol, and their communica-
tions system provided an important ser-
vice. The facilities and egquipment at
Sunny Point were made available when
and where needed; and the State High-
way Commission had men on duty dur-
ing every hour of the emergency.

Thousands of persons share in the

heavy loss that wag sustained, each
with his own peculiar problem, Perhaps
the loss at the Danford Dairy, where
fifty fine dairy cows were killed, was
the most dramatic single blow of de-
struction; but damage from Hurricane
Helene started at the South Carolina
line in Brunswick county and never let
up until she had ravaged our area all
the way to the New Ilanover county
border. )
. There is much work to be done and
a great burden of expense has been
thrust upon our people; but already
they have pitched into the task of clear-
ing up the debrizs and making the neces-
sary repairs. For life in Brunswick
county must go on.
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Store Damaged

ROOF—This is a pleture of the top of the G. W. Kirby &
Son Stove at Supply, where the roof was completely destroyed.
It since has been replaced, but the loss will run into the thous-
ands of dollars, chiefly from water damage,

THE STATE PORT PILOT, SOUTHPORT, NORTH CAROLINA

Weather Tower

in the wind.

BENT—Some idea of the force of Wind can be had from this
view of the U. S. Weather Bureau display tower on Lhe garrison,
The upper scction is bent to a precafious angle, and the two -~
hurricane warning flags were completely torn up as they lashed
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Hurricane Helene Leaves Trail

Of aae Through This County

Citizens Of Southport And

‘ Brunswick Digging Out

| From Debris Left In
Wake OFf Violent Tropi-
cal Storm

i
\ [NO INJURIES OR
- DEATHS REPORTED

i Preparations Mad= Before

Hand To Handle Emer-

gency Situation And
Paid Dividends .

Hurricane Helene Inshed Bruns.
wick counly from cne end to the
other Saturday and left in her
wake hundreds of thousands of
dollars worth of property dams
age.

There was na exaggerating the
fury of the storm, but when it
was all over it was discovered
that the area had come out in
| much better shape than had been
reported by several visiting news
men, whose stories in the daily
press had given the impression
thal everything was devastated.
And since they had been here in
person while the hlow was at its
waorst, it was understandable why
they had figured that nothing
could stand in the face of such
a storm.

The U. 8 Weather Bureau has
determined that the eye of the
hurricane passed the coast of
Brunswick county between Cape
Fear and Frying Pan Lightship,
for winds here were from the
northwest, and out there from the
southwest. That meant that most
of Brunswick was lined up for
the most violent winds produced
by this tropical storm.

In contrast to Hurricane Hazel,
practically all damage resulted
from wind, and there were only
scattered instances of complete
destruction. On  the otherhand,
very few buildings in the county
escaped some damage and it is
|signficant that it appeared to be

DEBRIS—Destriction of trees was one of the chicf sources of damage from
Streets of Southport were littered with trees and limbs, The above picture was taken in Frank-
Hn Square where the beautiful live oaks took a bealing.

%

Hurricane Helene,

no worse along the beaches than
iL was in olher areas. As a mat-
ter of fact, Yaupon Beach and
Tranquil Harbour escaped with

very little loss.
There was not a single report
of death or serlous injury result-
ing from the storm, and this was
attributed to the fact that several
cooperating  agemeies had made
breparations for the protection of
life and limb,
Much of this work was done
under the banner of the American
Red Cross, with Mra Sue King,
| Brunswick County Chapter Chair-
man, in charge. She had the full
| conperation of School Superinten-
John Long, who desig-

i

WRECK—This is St. James Methodist Church, where the steeple fell, leaving the front of the
building a shamples, Henry Mitchell, ane of the members, is in the foreground,

| dent
nated the schocls as Red Cross
Shelters and asked each prinei-
pal to assume resporsibility for
their proper operation and for
emergency feeding if and when
needed. Almost without exception
this plan worked well.
\ The Coast Guard, Highway Pa-
(trol  and  Sheriff's Department
| warned beach residents of the im-
§  pending danger, and television and
!radio  stations serving the area
kept the latest advisories of the
U. 8. Weather Bureau constant-
before the peoples
The Brunswick County CAP
| helped to set up a communica-
|tions  network. Their facilities
|were augmented by the com-
| munications equipment of the
State Highway Patrol, the State
Highway Commission, HAM op-
erators and the Brunswick REA.
" |Because of this no emergency
| developed due to any particular
saction being without some means
\ Continued On Page Four
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| | Tide Table
Following s . the tide table
for Southport during the next
week. Thesa hours are ap-
proximately correct and were
furnished The State Port Pilot
through the courtesy of the
g N Cape Fear Pliot's Assoclation
WATERFRONT—Damage on the waterfront was remarkably light, This phote shows a svcl’{un
of the municipal dock that was destroyed, but in the foreground is the launching ramp, Which f} o0 pyge Low Tide
dam! 1t A. E. Huntley)
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