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When no flooding occurs, include miscellaneous river conditions, such as significant
rises, record low stages, 1ice conditions, snow cover, droughts and hydrologic
products issued (WSOM E-41).
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November was certainly a month of temperature extremes, ranging from summerlike warmth during the
first 6 days of the month to sub freezmg temperatures and winterlike cold during the week of Thanksgiving.
The warmest day occurred on the 5" when afternoon temperatures peaked above 90 degrees in many
San Joaquin Valley localities. In Fresno, it was the first 90 degree reading ever recorded in the month of
November since record keeping began there in 1887. A repeat of unseasonably warm weather occurred
during the middle of the month and peaked on the 18" when afternoon temperatures topped 80 degrees
in the southern San Joaquin Valley. The temperature pendulum swung in the other direction the following
week when an Arctic airmass invaded the central Callfornla interior. Residents in the San Joaquin Valley
awoke to the first killing frost of the season on the 24" while a hard freeze occurred in the Kern County
desert. Thanksgiving Day morning was equally as cold with minimum temperatures ranging from the teens
in the coldest locations of the Kern County desert to the mid 20s in the San Joaquin Valley.

Hydrologically, the month ended up being much wetter than normal with an abundance of snow over the
southern Sierra Nevada and generous rainfall in the lower elevations. The flrst system tapped into some
subtropical moisture as it trekked southward across the HSA on the 7" and 8" and left up to three quarters
of an inch of rain in the San Joaquin Valley with upwards of 1.5 inches of rain in the adjacent foothills. In
the southern Sierra Nevada precipitation fell as snow above 7000 feet with accumulations of 8 to 16 inches
by the morning of the 8". The next storm packed a wallop as it tracked southeastward from the Gulf of
Alaska. This storm was a slow mover, and brought precipitation to the HSA from the 19" through the 23"
During this 5-day period, rainfall totals of a half inch to as much as two inches occurred in the San Joaqum
Valley and lower foothills. Cold air that accompanied this storm lowered snow levels to about 2500 feet in
the Sierra. Many foothill communities above this elevation received their first snow of the season with
accumulations of 5 to 10 inches. Meanwhile, the storm dumped up to 3 feet of snow over the higher terrain
and left up to 4 inches of snow in the Kern County mountains above 5000 feet. The third storm of the month
also originated in the Gulf Of Alaska, but tracked considerably faster across the HSA during the final
weekend of November. By midday on the 28" the storm blanketed the Sierra foothills above 2500 feet with
up to five inches of snow and produced a foot of new snow over the high Sierra. In the Kern County
mountains, precipitation was mostly in the form of rain with amounts ranging from only a few hundredths

to as much as three quarters of an inch. However rain did end as a little snow in the Kern County mountains
above 4500 feet on the morning of the 28" where a light dusting was observed. In the San Joaquin Valley,
rain amounts from this storm ranged from just a trace at the south end to nearly a third of an inch in Merced
County. By the end of the month, precipitation averaged about 150 percent of normal across the HSA.
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