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When no flooding occurs, include miscellaneous river conditions, such as significant
rises, record low stages, 1ice conditions, snow cover, droughts and hydrologic
products issued (WSOM E-41).
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1 X 1 An X inside this box indicates that no flooding occurred for the month
+---+ within this hydrologic service area.

No flooding occurred along any of the mainstem rivers in the San Joaquin Valley HSA
during December, 2005. However, a transition to a wet weather pattern during the
last week of the month produced moderately high water flows along many rivers by
the 3l1st.

The month was predominantly dry with below normal precipitation and milder than
normal temperatures. A cold frontal passage accompaned by some showers on the 2nd
heralded the arrival of a Canadian airmass during the first week. From December 3rd
through the 7th, the weather was dry with temperatures averaging 2 to 5 degrees
below normal. An upper level ridge of High pressure centered over the Intermountain
West kept the central California interior dry through the middle of December and
deflected eastward-moving Pacific storms toward the Pacific Northwest. This ridge
finally began to break down by the 3rd week of December and allowed the storm track
to briefly settle southward over central California from the 20th through the 22nd.

The upper level ridge regained its footing over the HSA on the 23rd and maintained
dry weather through Christmas Day. A strong zonal flow that extended across the
entire Pacific finally broke the pattern on the 26th and brought copious amounts of
subtropical moisture into the central California interior. Precipitation between the
26th and 31st was largely orographic and generated high QPF over the foothills and
mountains of the southern Sierra Nevada. Although snow levels were generally at or
above 8,000 feet, water storage capacity of the reservoirs remained high. By the end
of the month, the Merced River at Pohono Bridge rose to about 9.0 feet, which is one
foot below flood stage. Excess stream runoff in the foothills on the 31st produced
localized flooding and isolated debris flows.

HYDROLOGIC PRODUCTS ISSUED

Small Stream Flood Advisory...foothills and mountains of 18597 25-DEC
Mariposa, Madera & Fresno counties

Flood Watch...all zones except the Kern County Desert 20527 29-DEC
Flood Warning for the Merced River @Pohono Bridge 15487 31-DEC
Urban and Small Stream Flood Advisory...entire HSA except

for the Kern County Desert. 1748z 31-DEC
Flood Statement for the Merced River @Pohono Bridge 16147 31-DEC
Flood Statement for the Merced River @Pohono Bridge 04317 01-JAN
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