CAN WE ALL USE THE SAME
COLORS?

IS THERE A WAY FOR COLABORATION ON WARNING COLORS AMONG ALL PARTIES IN THE
WEATHER ENTERPRISE

METEOROLOGISTS /j//ﬁl"';‘

BRAD PANOVICH & SARAH FORTNER WARNs. o= %
NBC CHARLOTTE




What is this?

« NWS utilizes over 100
different colors for
alerts.

Tornado Warning

Tornado Watch

Severe Thunderstorm Warning

Severe Thunderstorm Watch




The Problem: The same watches, warnings &
advisories have different colors in different places
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Areas in yellow are under
a tornado watch
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Tornado Warning
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Until: Sunday 12:15 PM

Ana White Sands

B Otgan
L8CeS Mounta

inc  Fdrt Bliss Military Reservation

. TN,
Bliss }sf"." .‘1?" ’
Parishes: Plagquemines, St. Bernard Targ My
Rang \‘“‘,.,!fr 5
\ &

People Affected: 13,734

o

et

A
.7 iy
e

-



.

~— ({fi#F®> WIND IMPACTS #MATTHEW
WEATHTE LQw
MEDIUM®
‘ —r— HIGH
ANOXVILLE, J & \ = EXTR E M E NN

& WINDY -
‘I.lri K.l

MORENERAD TUIN

CHARLESTON

CHARLOTTESVILLE

",
LLl £ ONDON

FAYETTEVILLE

ROCKINGHAM
o

GREENVILLE,

'FLORENCE WILLIAMS WILMINGTON

GREENWOOD

COLUMBIA

MYRTLE BEACH

| ORANGEBURG
CROSS

HENDERSONVILLE CHARLESTON



'?" HERMINE IMPACTS CHARLOTTE AREA EAST

l IMPACTS

EXTREME

AMAGING
VWNDS

TORNADO

RAIN. | s 2
FLOODING ||’ s

PPOWER‘
OUTAGES




'- SR N N
@ RAIN IMPACTS H#MATTHEW

MEDIUM
s ” NANNLLE
3
W AS! HIGH -
[EX i REME l“m‘e

FL“OODING

O

N PMINGT on

V BEACH

T b

A ) AE:KS

O

MANNING

RNWELL

MCCLELLANVILLE

HENDERSONVILLE

1L L CHARLESTON



WINTER STORM IMPACTS MONDAY

(
IEXTREME

POWER
OUTAGES

‘ *ri\

ﬁANGEROU
' TRAVEL



THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IS ALREADY
EXPERIMENTING WITH THIS SAME CONCEPT.
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OTHER NWS EXAMPLES

Hurricane Hazards Threat Meter

Specific to East Central Florida
Wind Surge  Flood Tornado

- West Blue Ridge
Fri 7pm to Sat 7pm
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MODERATE

Threat for wind 58-73 mph

Potential Wind Impacts
DEVASTATING TO CATASTROPHIC

To be safe, aggressively prepare for the
potential of devastating to catastrophic
wind impacts from major hurricane
force wind of equivalent Category 3
intensity or higher.

EXTENSIVE

To be safe, aggressively prepare for the
potential of extensive wind impacts
from hurricane force wind of equivalent
Category 1 or 2 intensity.

SIGNIFICANT

To be safe, earnestly prepare for the
potential of significant wind impacts
from strong tropical storm force wind.

ELEVATED

Threat for wind 39-57 mph

LIMITED

To be safe, prepare for the potential of
limited wind impacts from tropical
storm force wind.

LITTLE TO NONE

Wind less than 39 mph

LITTLE TO NONE

No immediate preparations needed;
little to no wind impacts.




What if we all used the same colors?




THE FUTURE OF WARNINGS ARE ALL THE SAME
COLOR!

Flash Flood
Warning
Valid Until

11:15 AM EST Wednesday
February 3, 2016

Tornado
. Warning

Valid Until
7:30 PM CST Saturday FLOODED
December 26, 2015 TURN AROUND )
DON'T
% HAIL ¥ Severe Thunderstorm
g Quarter . Warning INoble)
- I Sized Possible
Valid Until
Y TORNADO 9:30 PM CDT Thursday = Population: 106,635
Radar Indicated September 10, 2015 LOEEIERD 1 Schools: 34

Hospitals: 1

!ansing|
75}

CentergRost:

"l Population: 2,265,807

1 Schools: 579

. b HAIL
> Half Dollar
= Sized Possible

Hospitals: 51 WIND m
"q Uptlo
70 MPH &2 ==

N Bonner;Springs
{Shawnee]

" Population: 755,914
Schools: 220
Hospitals: 20

(DelSoto)




QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND
DISCUSSSION

BRAD PANOVICH @WXBRAD
SARAH FORTNER @SARAHFORTNERWX




