
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SPOTTER REFERENCE 

How to Report 
•Tornadoes or funnel clouds 
•Hail size 3/4” or larger 
•Winds 50 mph or greater 
•Any damage 
•Rainfall over 1” 
•Flash flooding 

What To Report 

Spotter Hotline  1-800-852-9470 Report Online 

Direct Post to @NWSSiouxFalls 

Facebook.com/NWSSiouxFalls 

Facebook Messenger 

Text message to 605-368-1385 
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Hail Ruler (inches) Report hail sizes if it’s in the “blue zone” 

Who: Trained Spotter 
What:  Hail, Wind, etc. 
Where: Be Specific 
When:  Time of Event 
How Bad:  Be Specific 

Good Reports Include Wind Speed Estimator (mph) 
19-24:  Small trees sway 
25-31:  Large branches move 
32-38:  Trees move/sway 
39-46:  Small twigs broken 
47-54:  Light tree/shingle damage 
55-63:  Tree/structure damage (3”+ limbs) 
64-73:  Large tree/structure damage 
74-96:  Extensive tree/structure damage, 
               roofs peeled, trees uprooted  

Pictures Are 

Very Helpful 
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