


February turned out to be an odd month, but maybe not completely out of
the ordinary. For the most part, the month was warm and dry. However on just
two days (Feb 15-16), the Borderland received widespread rain, with rainfall
totals generally equaling or exceeding the entire monthly average. For the
month most areas saw average monthly temperatures around 3-5 degrees above
normal. Because of this abnormally warm month, even mountain sites which
were above normal with total liquid measured, were below normal in snowfall.
For example, Cloudcroft received about 178% of normal (nearly twice the
normal), and yet only received about one-quarter of their average February
snowfall.

Getting back to the mid month wet period, very strong and moist southwest
flow developed over the area ahead of a large upper low over the eastern Pacific
Ocean. The airmass was abnormally wet; meteorologists use a measurement of
the atmospheric moisture called precipitable water. These precipitable water
measurements from the 15th set all time monthly record levels for the El Paso
area. Most of the area ranged from 150-300% of normal, though parts of the
New Mexico Bootheel, along with the Sacramento Mountains, received below
normal rainfall for the month. This rainfall should ease up the recent drought
conditions, at least in the short term. In the longer term, with the La Niña
pattern persisting for a few more months, it is still up in the air whether drought
conditions will worsen again.



Looking ahead to March, the spring warm up begins in earnest, with average
high temperatures at El Paso of 67 degrees on the 1st, warming to 74 degrees by
the 31st. March is also spring ahead, as we turn our clocks ahead 1 hour on the
11th. March at El Paso averages about one-quarter inch (.26 inches) of rainfall,
with about one-third of an inch of snow. By contrast, Cloudcroft in the
Sacramento Mountains, averages 1.51 inches of rain, with 10.6 inches of snow.
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Seasonal snowfall total through Feb 28



Upper Rio Grande Basin end of January



Upper Rio Grande Basin end of February



Upper Rio Grande Basin Time Series
Doing better-Percent of Normal rose from 36% January

to 57% end of February



La Niña Advisory in Effect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast Through

the End of the Year
ENSO IS IN LA NIÑA PHASE. IT IS LIKELY TO LAST INTO EARLY SPRING; THEN LIKELY 

BACK TO NEUTRAL THROUGH THE REST OF THE SUMMER



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

February 20, 2018 November 28, 2017

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of February 20, 2017





Temperature and precipitation data for January 2018 

in El Paso 

= record



2018 year-to-date temperature and precipitation data El Paso 



















http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Date/Time Location (County) Event

FEB 16 700 AM CLOUDCROFT 2 S-OTERO 1.99 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 530AM SILVER CITY 3 SW-GRANT 0.84 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 700 AM SILVER CITY 4 NW-GRANT 0.81 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 700 AM TYRONE 14 SW-GRANT 0.79 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 700 AM DEMING 6 SW-LUNA 0.74 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 530 AM GILA 3 NE-GRANT 0.68 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 700 AM BAYARD 6 N-GRANT 0.66 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 645 AM LA LUZ 6 NE-OTERO 0.62 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 700 AM HANOVER 9 NE-GRANT 0.58 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 700 AM CHAPARRAL-DONA ANA 0.55 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 700 AM WHITE SANDS MR 1 E-DONA ANA 0.51 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 16 800 AM MIMBRES-GRANT 0.51 INCHES RAINFALL

FEB 19 649 AM EAST MESA 5 SE-DONA ANA 82 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 1210 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 75 MPH PEAK WIND



Date/Time Location (County) Event

FEB 19 930 PM WSMR MAIN POST 1 SE-DONA ANA 71 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 520 AM RODEO 3 SE-HIDALGO 58 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 1139 AM SUNSPOT 1 S-OTERO 55 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 1240 AM HACHITA 15 SW-HIDALGO 55 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 200 AM EL PASO 10 NE-EL PASO 51 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 1010 AM TULAROSA 19 NW-SIERRA 51 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 1045 PM OROGRANDE 4 NW-OTERO 50 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 601 PM ORGAN 11 NE-DONA ANA 48 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 827 PM WINSTON-SIERRA 48 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 455 PM DELL CITY 1 N-HUDSPETH 47 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 518 PM SANTA TERESA 5 NW-DONA ANA 47 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 1201 PM MAYHILL 1 NE-OTERO 46 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 1126 AM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 46 MPH PEAK WIND

FEB 19 359 PM REDROCK 12 E-GRANT 40 MPH PEAK WIND



Date/Time Location (County) Event

JAN 21 1044 AM RADIUM SPRINGS-DONA ANA PK WIND 42 MPH

JAN 28 515 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA PK WIND 63 MPH

JAN 28 400 PM EL PASO 10NE-EL PASO PK WIND 50 MPH

JAN 28 426 PM SIERRA BLANCA 1SE-HUDSPETH PK WIND 50 MPH

JAN 28 400 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA PK WIND 47 MPH

JAN 28 453 PM SANTA TERESA 5NW-DONA ANA PK WIND 46 MPH

JAN 28 355 PM LAS CRUCES AIRPORT-DONA ANA PK WIND 46 MPH



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

