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Drought Information Statement for
Southern NM/Far West TX

Valid September 6, 2023

Issued By: NWS El Paso (Santa Teresa, NM)

Contact Information: sr-epz.nws@noaa.gov

This product will be updated October 7, 2023 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.

Please see all currently available products at https:/drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
.gov/EPZ/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
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“r,,.»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for southern New Mexico and far west Texas

U.S. Drought Monitor September 5, 2023

e Drought intensity and Extent Southern Plains RDEWS s

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

o D3 (Extreme Drought): Covering o oo o
majority of Southeast New Mexico coment | o8 |34 o161 |71 w27 | 05
(Chaves, Eddy, Lea Counties) P Y [ e P

o D2 (Severe Drought): Covering smonns 00 | 115 s [ 3128 | 1035 22 | 00
majority of southwest New Mexico ; oty | 50| 110 071 277 o 27

Start of

and far west Texas (90% of area) T RPN R ey o

One YearAgo | 15 19 | g7.31 | 74.34 | 43.02 | 1513 | 0.86
09-06-2022

Intensity:
I:I None C] D2 Severe Drought

e More hot and dry weather expected A — et
the first week of September. Drought o S
conditions expected to worsen by R e
mid-fall auror.

CPC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP
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droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid 8am EDT September 5th

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_southern_plains_rdews_trd.png

e 12-Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
o Drought Worsened: Majority of southern
New Mexico, especially Grant/Hidalgo
Counties along AZ state line. Hudspeth
County also saw conditions worsening.
Significant worsening in El Paso County,
Black Range/Gila

o Drought Improved: No drought
improvement was observed

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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“vr,,.»> Link to the latest 3-month change map for southern New Mexico and far west Texas

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Southern Plains RDEWS
12 Week

September 5, 2023
compared to

June 13, 2023 .
droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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[_1 No Change
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I ¢ ciass Improvement
[ 5 ciass improvement

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 3-month change map valid

8am EDT September 5th

National Weather Service

El Paso, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_southern_plains_rdews_chng_12W.png
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é Precipitation
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e 90-day rain totals,

anging from 1.5-3.0° o o7 e o
along |I-10 corridor. 6-8" S
over mountain forests. = wo a2
“ | 2 150
e The majority of the H 1 : - B
region has seen less ‘ ol
than 50% of normal o
rainfall this summer "
4 7 ) Z 50
e Combined below normal e -
rainfall, above normal A\ - A\ )
temperatures, and k TR k e
breezy conditions resut oes s/6/203 a: Heree using provisiona dato. NOAA Regional Generaled 9/6/7073 ai HPRCC using provisional data. NOA& Regional Cimate Cenlers
in favorable environment Image Captions:
for drought persistence Left - Precipitation Amount

Right - Percent of Normal Precipitation
Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center.
Data over the past 30 days ending 08/31/2023

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
6/1/2023 - 8/31/2023

e Extended period of
well above normal
temperatures began in
late June, persisting
through early August

~_|

e Average high
temperatures 4-6
degrees above
seasonal normals

Generated 9/6/2023 at HPRCC using provisional data NOAA Regional Climate Generated 9/6/2023 at HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Climate Centers

Image Captions:

Left - Average Temperature

Right - Departure from Normal Temperature

Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center
Data over the past 30 days ending 08/31/2023

@ zftiona:‘%ei':c ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce El. PaSO, TX
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit
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Hydrologic Impacts
Well below normal streamflows in Gila and Mimbres basins. Gila River levels around 3-4 feet at

([ J
Redrock and Virden. Rio Grande near normal for early fall, with Elephant Butte storage at 19.5%

capacity. River flooding risk is low at this time

Agricultural Impacts
Hatch and Mesilla Valley irrigation season has ended, with a season allotment of 14 inches. Below

. :
normal precipitation forecasted for the next 3 months. Please refer to the Elephant Butte Irrigation

District (EBID) website or your local municipality for more information

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Fuel moisture near record lows has extended the active wildfire season well into September. New
lightning starts remain possible over the forested mountains due to dryness.

Mitigation Actions
Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information

°
National Weather Service

El Paso, TX

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Gila/Mimbres river basin streamflows
running well below average

Rio Grande streamflow near normal due to
favorable Colorado snow melt this Spring

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Explanation - Percentile classes

<10 | 10-24 | 25-75 | 76-90

Low

>90 .

l ‘ngh No Data
Bels Abowvi Much above

uhpspe] S | womar | A0 Pt

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow
HUC map valid September 8th, 2023

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX




Agricultural Impacts

Crop Moisture Index by Division

. S u m m a rize Weekly Value for Period Ending SEP 2, 2023

Short Term Need vs. Availoble Waler in o Shallow Soil Profile

conditions/impacts here 9!
L
S %.. a S
Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile ) % -
SEP 06, 2023 ; [H-3.0 or less (Severely Dry) S TTimate Prediction Center, NOAA ¥ Q_ﬁ\
[1-2.0 to ~2.9 (Excessively Dry) [1+1.0 to +1.9 (Abnormally Haist]
[J-1.0 to 1.9 (Abnornally Dry) [[+2.0 to +2.9 (Yet)

[]-0.9 to +0.9 [Slightly Dry/Favorably Moist) [Ml+3.0 and abova (Excassively Wat}

Image Captions:

Left: CPC Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking
Percentile valid April 20, 2023

Right: Crop Moisture Index by Division. Weekly
value for period ending April 15, 2023

@ Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce El. PaSO, TX



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/cmi.gif

Latest TX Burn Ban map
available here

Latest NM Fire Restrictions
available here

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

OUTDOOR BURN BANS
September 07,
TEXAS A&M - Email updates to:

EORESY SERVICE burnban@tfs.tamu.edu

DISCLAIMER

For more information please contact your
local county judge's office or county website.

RED FLAG WARNINGS:
ts bl

Additional map formats available at htt
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
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Ve

i Wildland Fire
Il Above Normal e GeogTaPhic Area
Boundary

I setow Nomal Predictive S
T hrea

nda
[ ] Normal
— State Border

n usual likelihood that significant wildiand fires wi

ring forecasted below normal periods.

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire Potential

Monthly Outlook for September 2023

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
https://nmfireinfo.com/fire-restrictions/
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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e |solated showers and thunderstorms,
primarily over the high terrain
through next weekend.

e Backdoor cold front bringing more
widespread rains early next week.
New rain amounts generally below
0.50".

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF

Valid 00Z Fri Sep 08 2023

Thru 00Z Fri Sep 15 2023

Issued: 2102Z Thu Sep 07 2023 |
Forecaster: WPC -
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC Ik

Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast valid
Sept 8 to Sept 15

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif

& Rapid Onset Drought Outlook
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V., ~»>  Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.

D, Day 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook &
v Valid: 09/15/2023-09/21/2023 =
e Continued hot temperatures through the
rest of the week will maintain or worsen
drought conditions in southern NM/west TX
e Slight cooldown possible next week with
backdoor cold front
SEE PROBABILISTIC MAPS
Climate Prediction Center Follow us:[f] ¥
Made: 09/07/2023 3PM EDT WWW.Cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Image Caption:
Days 8 to 14 U.S. Hazards Outlook Valid Sept 15 to Sept 21

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

w Atmospheric Administration
V El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php
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s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Above normal

temperatures are likely
to continue through the
month of September

Equal chances for
above/below normal
precipitation

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

y Temperature Outlook

Valid: September 2023
Issued: August 17, 2023

Probability (Percent Chance)

40-50% [ J Below

Monthly Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: September 2023
Issued: August 17, 2023
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Image Captions:

Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook.
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid September 2023

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_prcp.gif

4 2)
i )
= m
- <
A7

Yoy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e Drought conditions expected to persist
through the fall. May worsen due to
below normal summer rainfall.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period
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Valid for September 2023
Released August 31, 2023
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. Depicts large-scale trends based
? on subjectively derived probabilities

\, guided by short- and long-range

&# statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that
/,%%\ can be affected by short lived events.
) "Ongoing" drought areas are

y jg‘ based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
/ areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the

Author: ::x end of the period (DO or none).
Rich Tinker ,, \ [ orought persists
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center (,\ D .
rought remains,
X/) but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

No drought
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https://go.usa.gov/3eZGd

Image Caption:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Released
August 31 2023 valid for September 2023

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

