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Drought Information Statement for
Southern NM/Far West TX

Valid February 5, 2024

Issued By: NWS El Paso (Santa Teresa, NM)

Contact Information: sr-epz.nws@noaa.gov

This product will be updated March 7, 2024 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.

Please see all currently available products at https:/drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
.gov/EPZ/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
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%® Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for southern New Mexico and far west Texas

Drought intensity and Extent

o D4 (Exceptional Drought): Portions
of Southwest New Mexico along
Continental Divide

o D3 (Extreme Drought): Covering
majority of Southern New Mexico
and El Paso, TX

o D2 (Severe Drought): Covering
majority of southwest New Mexico
and far west Texas (100% of area)

Precipitation and mountain snow may
temporarily improve conditions next
few months, but drought will persist
into Spring.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor January 30, 2024

Southern Plains RDEWS

(Released Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024)

Valid 7 a.m. EST

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

Author:
Brian Fuchs

[_1 D0 Abnormally Dry
[] b1 Moderate Drought

None | D0-D4 | D1-D4 02-04
Cument | 4526|5474 | 3864 | 2432 | 880 | 147
Last Week
ast ek | 3870 | 61.30 | 4247 | 2631 [ 1110 | 147
3MonthsAgo | 1561 | g4 39 | 6870 | 45.34 | 16.30 | 3.02
10-31-2023
Start of
Calendar Year | 3165 | 68.35 | 5127 | 3188 | 1252 | 212
01-02-2024
Start of
WaterYear | 7.01 | 9299 [79.77 | 57.36 | 3268 | 919
09-26-2023
One YearAgo | 1 1 | g3.09 | 56.58 | 33.63 | 14.11 | 265
01-31-2023
Intensity:
I:I None C] D2 Severe Drought

- D3 Extreme Drought
Il D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/#/droughtmonitor.unl. edu/About.aspx

National Drought Mitigation Center
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droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid January 30

National Weather Service

El Paso, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_southern_plains_rdews_trd.png
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%> Link to the latest 3-month change map for southern New Mexico and far west Texas
U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Southern Plains RDEWS

12 Week

12-Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
Drought Worsened: No drought
worsening was observed

Drought Improved: Slight improvement
across southern New Mexico, but most

areas remain the same.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

January 30, 2024
compared to
November 7, 2023

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 3-month change map valid

January 30

National Weather Service

El Paso, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_southern_plains_rdews_chng_12W.png
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90-day rain totals, 0.75-1.25"
along 1-10 corridor. 3-5" over
mountain forests.

Near normal precipitation for
Gila Region, below normal
along International Border
(50-75% of normal).

Drought was fairly static last
few months as precipitation is

low but closer to seasonal L

normals. Headed into
typically driest time of yedr:

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Precipitation (in)

11/1/2023 - 1/31/2024

e e——— | | | | e |

ed 2/4/2024 at HPRCC using provisional data

R

é Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
11/1/2023 - 1/31/2024

NOAA Regional Climate Cente Generated 2/4/2024 ot HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Climate Cent

Image Captions:

Left - Precipitation Amount

Right - Percent of Normal Precipitation

Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center.
Data over the past 30 days ending 1/31/2024

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX
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Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
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normal temperatures
after hottest year on
record. January cold
snaps were
short-lived.

e 2023 was hottest year
on record for El Paso

e Average high
temperatures 1-3

degrees above Generated 2/4/2024 at HPRCC using provisional data NOAA Regional Climate Cen Generated 2/4/2024 at FPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Climate Certers

seasonal normals

Image Captions:

Left - Average Temperature

Right - Departure from Normal Temperature

Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center
Data over the past 30 days ending 1/31/2024

@ thiona:‘%eirgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce El. PaSO, TX
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é Summary of Impacts

a" Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

;\

Hydrologic Impacts
e Streamflows in Gila and Mimbres basins remain quiet this winter season. Mountain snowpack sources

for the Gila are above normal so far, indicating the potential for higher streamflow this Spring. Gila
River levels remain around 4-5 feet at Redrock and Virden. Rio Grande has dried up below the
Caballo Dam with no streamflow. Elephant Butte storage has increased to 25.2% capacity (near

30-year median flow). River flooding risk is low at this time.

Agricultural Impacts
e Hatch and Mesilla Valley irrigation season may be shorter than usual this year, given drought status

and below normal snowpack over Colorado headwaters. 2023 season allotment was 14 inches.
Please refer to the Elephant Butte Irrigation District (EBID) website or your local municipality for more

information.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Short-term fuel moisture has been higher recently, allowing for several prescribed fires in the Gila

Forest this month. High fire danger may return March/April as winds pick up.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf

e Gila and Mimbres river basin streamflows
running closer to average (a change from

last update)

e Rio Grande has dried up below the Caballo

Dam with no streamflow

Gila River Stages
Gila 1.81 ft
Redrock 4.41 ft
Virden 5.63 ft

Rio Grande Stages
El Paso Low Stage

National Oceanic and

@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Saturday, February 03, 2024

ZUSGS

25-75 | 76-90

Bel Above luch above
ghosion ooy | womar | Aoty Mckabg

High |No Data

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow

HUC map valid February 3, 2024

National Weather Service

El Paso, TX
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Latest TX Burn Ban map
available here

Latest NM Fire Restrictions
available here

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Yoy >>> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

OUTDOOR RN BANS

Email updates to:
burnban@tfs.tamu.edu

G T Y
Q=

re information please contact your
udge's office or county website

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
February 2024

K aw |
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Y

i Wildland Fire
Il Above Normal e GeogTaPhic Area
Boundary
I setow Nomal Predictive S
Area Boundai
[ ] Normal
— State Border

n usual likelihood that significant wildiand fi

ring forecasted below normal periods.

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire Potential

Monthly Outlook for February 2024

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
https://nmfireinfo.com/fire-restrictions/
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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e Series of winter storms bringing
mountain snows this week. Lowland
rains will be generally lightin
intensity.

e Gila Region snowpack likely to
remain above normal through
February, closer to normal over
Lincoln National Forest.

e Temporary improvement to drought
status is possible, but long-term

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
impacts likely to persist. 1S HoUr Oy 17 OFF o
. Thru 12Z Mon Feb 12 2024
1 [|ssued: 0554Z Mon Feb 05 2024
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC

Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast valid
Feb 5 to Feb 12

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif
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Rapid Onset Drought Outlook

L
% 5
e, > Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.
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Sporadic precipitation chances in February
may provide temporary relief, however
drought conditions are expected to persist
through the winter season.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

D, Day 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook &
v Valid: 02/10/2024-02/16/2024 B

SEE PROBABILISTIC MAPS

SEE PROBABILISTIC MAPS

Flooding Possible

Rapid Onset Drought Risk

Follow us: @) X

Climate Prediction Center
WWww.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Made: 02/02/2024 3PM EST

Image Caption:
Days 8 to 14 U.S. Hazards Outlook Valid Feb 10 to Feb 16

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php
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‘& Long-Range Outlooks

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
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e Equal chances for
temperatures (likely
near normal) through
the month of February.

Monthly Precipitation Outlook &

- j\‘ - Valid: February 2024
[N

/L __ Issued: January 18, 2024

Monthly Temperature Outlook &

Valid: February 2024
Issued: January 18, 2024

e Equal chances for
precipitation
(monthly average for El
Paso: 0.407)

Chances

| g

rmal Probability
’ 2~ H Probability (Percent Chance)
. S O C | a l nte r (Percent Chance) Above Near Below
Above Near Below Normal Normal Normal P
Normal Normal Normal - - Leaning /" [ 33-40% [133-40% ] a3-40% \_Leaning
O tl k b f d Leaning [ 33-40% [ 9340% [I] 33-40% "\ Leaning Above \_ [ 40-50% [ 40-50% [ a0-s0% / Below
u O O Ca n e O u n . Above "\ [ 40-s0% [N 40-50% [ 40-50% J Below /- 50-60% | 50-60%
I s0-60% [ s50-60% | BN co7o% Faual  pum e0.70%
U Likel ch Likel
h . Equal Dkl [ W orow N eoron | o L oA < . oss (T M 050% ) Below
e re Chances Above \ EENI 7os0% N 70-80% Below . s0-00% | s0-90%
“. . - c0-90% - 50-00% N - 50-100%
NECWSRS o . 0-100% - 0-100%

Image Captions:

Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook.
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid February 2024

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/us-winter-outlook-wetter-south-warmer-north
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_prcp.gif

& Drought Outlook
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e Western New Mexico: Drought
conditions continuing to improve due to
above normal mountain snowpack,
possible removal in some areas.

® Rest of New Mexico and Far West Texas:

Drought conditions expected to persist
into Spring.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Yoy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Valid for February 2024
Released January 31, 2024

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
%\Y  guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

Yun Fan
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

.
fij J “\\ Drought removal likely
= {é" N /:\ O Drought development likely
. g {7~ \ @ [ ] Nodrought
e | e @
Ly 427 gy .- C =)
He A https://go.usa.gov/3eZGd

Image Caption:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Released
January 31, 2024 valid for February 2024

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

