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Drought Information Statement for
Southern NM/Far West TX

Valid January 3, 2024

Issued By: NWS El Paso (Santa Teresa, NM)

Contact Information: sr-epz.nws@noaa.gov

This product will be updated February 7, 2024 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.

Please see all currently available products at https:/drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
.gov/EPZ/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements.
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mailto:sr-epz.wsn@noaa.gov
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& U.S. Drought Monitor

S, . . .
%® Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for southern New Mexico and far west Texas

Drought intensity and Extent

o D4 (Exceptional Drought): Portions
of Southwest New Mexico including
Mimbres River Basin

o D3 (Extreme Drought): Covering
majority of Southern New Mexico
and El Paso, TX

o D2 (Severe Drought): Covering
majority of southwest New Mexico
and far west Texas (95% of area)

Precipitation and mountain snow may
improve temporary conditions next
few months, but drought conditions
will persist through the winter.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor December 26, 2023

Southern Plains RDEWS

(Released Thursday, Dec. 28, 2023)

Valid 7 a.m. EST

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

Author:
Rocky Bilotta
NCEI/NOAA

[_1 D0 Abnormally Dry
[] b1 Moderate Drought

None | D0-D4 | D1-D4 02-04
Cument | 3175 |68.25 | 51.12 | 32.40 | 1426 | 212
Last Week
oSt ek | 2849|7351 | 5394 3333 | 1497 | 222
3MonthsAgo | 701 | 9999 |79.77 | 67.36 | 2268 | 0.19
09-26-2023
Start of
Calendar Year | 18.90 | 81.10 | 5271 | 3277 | 1280 | 276
01-03-2023
Start of
WaterYear | 7.01 | 9299 [79.77 | 57.36 | 3268 | 919
09-26-2023
One YearAgo | 1 1 | 8184 | 53.06 | 32.35 | 1373 | 25
12-27-2022
Intensity:
I:I None C] D2 Severe Drought

- D3 Extreme Drought
Il D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/#/droughtmonitor.unl. edu/About.aspx
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droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid 8am EDT December 26

National Weather Service

El Paso, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_southern_plains_rdews_trd.png
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%> Link to the latest 3-month change map for southern New Mexico and far west Texas
U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Southern Plains RDEWS

12-Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
Drought Worsened: Slight degradation
over portions of central New Mexico.

Drought Improved: No drought
improvement was observed

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

12 Week

December 26, 2023
compared to
October 3, 2023

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 3-month change map valid

8am EDT December 26

National Weather Service

El Paso, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_southern_plains_rdews_chng_12W.png

\ONg,

o

é Precipitation
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e 90-dayrain tOtaLS’” Precipitation (in) Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
generally below 1 10/1/2023 - 12/31/2023 10/1/2023 - 12/31/2023

along I-10 corridor. 2-4" ' ,
over mountain forests. A ‘

e Below normal rainfall ° , 10
during the fall season ”
(50-70% of normal). .

e Combined below normal “ N7 ol
rainfall, above normal } .
temperatures, and s 5
breezy conditions result B
in favorable environment: 2o o rercc wsing provsional doo NO#A Regional Climate Cente Ceneroted 1/2/202¢ ot HPRCC using provisionl dato, NOWA Regional Climate Cent
for drought persistence

0.5

0.1

Image Captions:

Left - Precipitation Amount

Right - Percent of Normal Precipitation

Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center.
Data over the past 30 days ending 12/31/2023

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce



NEATH S
X% Temperature
Yoy
. Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
® Oct-Dec period above 10/1/2023 - 12/31/2023 10/1/2023 - 12/31/2023

normal after record
summer/fall heat
wave. No significant
cold snaps yet.

e Hottest Aug-Oct
period in recorded
history

e Average high
temperatures 2-3

deg rees above Generated 1/2/2024 at HPRCC using provisional data NOAA Regional Climate Generated 1/2/2024 at HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Climate Centers

seasonal normals

Image Captions:

Left - Average Temperature

Right - Departure from Normal Temperature

Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center
Data over the past 30 days ending 12/31/2023

@ Eftiona:??ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce El. PaSO, TX
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit

;\

Hydrologic Impacts
Streamflows in Gila and Mimbres basins remain quiet this winter season. Gila River levels remain
around 4-5 feet at Redrock and Virden, a slight uptick from autumn. Rio Grande has dried up below

([ J
the Caballo Dam with no streamflow. Elephant Butte storage has increased to 23.6% capacity (near

30-year median flow). River flooding risk is low at this time

Agricultural Impacts
Hatch and Mesilla Valley irrigation season has ended, with a 2023 season allotment of 14 inches
Forecast is leaning toward above precipitation forecasted over the next 30 days. Please refer to the

([ J
Elephant Butte Irrigation District (EBID) website or your local municipality for more information

Fire Hazard Impacts
Fuel moisture was below normal for much of late fall, allowing for several prescribed fires in the Gila

. .
and Lincoln Forests. Elevated fire danger may return early in 2024 pending the mountain snowpack

National Weather Service

Mitigation Actions
Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information
El Paso, TX

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf

e Gila and Mimbres river basin streamflows
running well below average

e Rio Grande has dried up below the Caballo

Dam with no streamflow

Gila River Stages
Gila 1.32 ft
Redrock 4.18 ft
Virden 5.49 ft

Rio Grande Stages
El Paso Low Stage

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Tuesday, January 02, 2024

Explanation - Percentile classes

<10 | 10-24 | 25-75 | 76-90 | >90 [

Low

T 1 High  |No Data
Bel Above Much above
uchoior g | womar | fbors Pt T |

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow

HUC map valid January 2, 2024

National Weather Service

El Paso, TX
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é Fire Hazard Impacts

Yoy >>> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

o

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
January 024

“"‘?‘;ﬁg“"ﬁﬁ, /T
e eang o
I [T Vo
e P Ao

¢ \

OUTDOOR BURN BANS

Latest TX Burn Ban map
available here

Email updates to:
burnban@tfs.tamu.edu

nnnnn

Latest NM Fire Restrictions
available here

5o

i Wildland Fire
Il Above Normal e GeogTaPhic Area
Boundary
I setow Nomal Predictive Services
Are

[ ] Normal

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire Potential
Monthly Outlook for January 2024

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
https://nmfireinfo.com/fire-restrictions/
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks

\ONg,

é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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e Series of winter storms bringing
mountain snows this week and with
cooler temperatures. Lowland rains
will be possible but generally light in
intensity.

e Temporary improvement to drought
status is possible, but long-term
impacts likely to persist.

25 168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
2 Valid 00Z Thu Jan 04 2024

-10 1 7hr 00Z Thu Jan 11 2024

-01 ||ssued: 1754Z Wed Jan 03 2024
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC

Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast valid
Jan4tolJan 11

@ Eftiona:??ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce El. PaSO, TX



https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif
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Rapid Onset Drought Outlook
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e, > Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.
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Sporadic precipitation chances in January
may provide temporary relief, however
drought conditions are expected to persist
through the winter season.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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D, Day 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook s&‘:
V Valid: 01/10/2024-01/16/2024

High Winds
110 - 1/11

Heavy

P
112 -1/14

SEE PROBABILISTIC MAPS

Flooding Possible

Rapid Onset Drought Risk

Follow us:@ X

Climate Prediction Center
www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Made: 01/02/2024 3PM EST

Image Caption:
Days 8 to 14 U.S. Hazards Outlook Valid Jan 10 to Jan 16

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php
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‘& Long-Range Outlooks

Ve, ”s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

o

e Equal chances for
temperatures (likely
near normal) through

Monthly Temperature Outlook &

Valid: January 2024
Issued: December 21, 2023

Monthly Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: January 2024
— Issued: December 21, 2023
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Image Captions:

Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook.
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid January 2024

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/us-winter-outlook-wetter-south-warmer-north
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_prcp.gif

& Drought Outlook

vy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook Valid for January 2024

Y Western New Mexico: Drought Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released December 31, 2023
.. . . N —
conditions may improve as we head into /‘:L
Spring, greatly depending on the /‘( 7

mountain pack the next two months. /L\ I
b ‘;\ ;/,’ =%
: Wl ) DBt
e Rest of New Mexico and Far West Texas: SN L) W e

Use caution for applications that

Drought conditions expected to persist y \xﬁfgt#’f ) | Yo ‘ g B A, canbe e b short e events.
. | & - y 4 J based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
through the winter. B s >

areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

Author:
Adam Hartman
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

.
fij J “\\ Drought removal likely
A
B {é" S, J\ Lo Drought development likely
. g‘ vl e \M Wy - o \:] No drought
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He A https://go.usa.gov/3eZGd

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

Image Caption:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Released
December 31, 2023 valid for January 2024

@ Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce El. PaSO, TX



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

