
Snow Reports

Event 
Summary

An intense snow band, or snow squall, formed and moved over 
western into central Iowa around and after sunrise on January 2, 2025. 
This intense snow band caused quick changes in visibility and brought 
several inches of snowfall in a swath across central Iowa. It also 
resulted in several Snow Squall Warnings being issued, including the 
Des Moines metro and parts of I-80 and I-35.

Highway 30 in Boone around 8 am (Image Iowa DOT)

This intense snow band brought 2 to 4 and locally 5 inches of snow in a swath across central Iowa. The 
purple polygons were the Snow Squall Warnings issued. Click image to view interactive storm report map.

January 2, 2025
Intense snow band/snow squall moves through 

central Iowa

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/lsr/#DMX,DVN,FSD,OAX/202501020800/202501040459/010010


Storm Photos

I-80 near Minden (left) and I-80 near Menlo (right) are separated by 60 miles, but show 
very different conditions at 5am as the intense snow band is forming over western Iowa. 
Images from Iowa DOT.

All information is PRELIMINARY. Page last updated: January 6, 2025 6am.

Highway 30 in Boone (left) has near whiteout conditions as the intense snow band moves 
through the area shortly before 8am. Meanwhile at the same time only 20 miles away, 
there is only light snow falling in Nevada with good visibility. Images from Iowa DOT.



I-35 north of Ankeny with a vehicle in the 
ditch. Image Iowa DOT.

Storm Photos

Iowa State Patrol’s calls for service during 
this event. Image Iowa State Patrol.

All information is PRELIMINARY. Page last updated: January 6, 2025 6am.

Intense snow band west of Des Moines at 7:32am (left) and as it is moving over the Des 
Moines metro at 8:19am (right).

Radar Imagery



Visibility Time Series

All information is PRELIMINARY. Page last updated: January 6, 2025 6am.

The intense snow band dropped visibilities briefly at multiple automated weather 
observing sites. Boone (top) reported ¼ mile visibility (black squares) for at least an hour 
while Ankeny (bottom) reported similar conditions for at least 20 minutes.



Snow Squall Warning

All information is PRELIMINARY. Page last updated: January 6, 2025 6am.

Several snow squall warnings were 
issued during this event. The one 
shown at left triggered the Wireless 
Emergency Alert (WEA) on many 
mobile devices with an example of 
what that text looked like shown 
above.

What are snow squalls?

Snow Squalls are brief, but intense 
snow events bringing quick bursts 
of snow and near-zero visibility 
resulting in treacherous travel 
conditions. They can also be 
accompanied by strong winds or 
plunging Arctic air creating flash 
freeze conditions. A snow squall 
warning, similar to a tornado or 
severe thunderstorm warning, 
alerts you to these dangerous 
travel conditions. If you’re caught 
on the road during a snow squall, 
slow down & safely pull over or  
exit the road at the next 
opportunity. Otherwise, delay 
travel.

Click image to view larger or read more about snow 
squalls here. 

https://www.weather.gov/images/dmx/SocialMedia/WeatherWhisper/January2025/SnowSqualls-2020.png
https://www.weather.gov/safety/winter-snow-squall

