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National Weather Service
Corpus Christi TX

U.S. Drought Monitor
Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for South Texas

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid 8am EDT August 29th.

● All of South Texas Impacted by Drought

● Drought intensity and Extent
○ D3 (Extreme Drought): Victoria Crossroads, 

northern portions of Coastal Bend, Coastal 
Plains and Brush Country.

○ D2 (Severe Drought): Portions of: Coastal Bend, 
Coastal Plains and Brush Country.

○ D1 (Moderate Drought): Portions of: Coastal 
Bend, Coastal Plains and Brush Country.

○ D0: (Abnormally Dry): Portions of: Coastal 
Bend, Coastal Plains and Brush Country.

Image Caption: Regional map of South Texas

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png


National Weather Service
Corpus Christi TX

Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 4-week change map for South Texas

● Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change. 
○ Drought Worsened: Victoria Crossroads, 

portions of: Coastal Bend, Brush Country.
 

○ No Change: Portions of: Coastal Bend, 
Coastal Plains and Brush Country.

○ Drought Improved: Kleberg, eastern 
portions of Jim Wells and extreme 
northwest Webb counties.

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 4-week change map valid 8am 
EDT August 29th. 

Image Caption: Regional map of South Texas

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png


National Weather Service
Corpus Christi TX

Precipitation

● Rains from Tropical 
Storm Harold slowed 
or improved drought 
conditions across 
southern to western 
portions of the region.

Image Captions: 
Left - Precipitation Amount for South Texas

Right - Percent of Normal Precipitation for South Texas
Data Courtesy Corpus Christi Weather Service Forecast Office. 

Data over the past 30 days ending August, 31, 2023

Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate 
Center. 



National Weather Service
Corpus Christi TX

Temperature

● Above normal 
temperatures in 
August contributed to 
drying fuels and 
drought conditions.

Image Captions: 
Left - Average Temperature

Right - Departure from Normal Temperature
Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center. 

Data over the past 30 days ending August, 31, 2023



National Weather Service
Corpus Christi TX

Summary of Impacts
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Low reservoir levels contributing to water restrictions

Agricultural Impacts
● Cotton crops suffering due to extreme heat and dry conditions

Fire Hazard Impacts
● Elevated fire weather conditions more frequent

Other Impacts
● Corpus Christi under stage 1 water restrictions
● Victoria under stage 3 water restrictions
● Stage 2 water restrictions for Laredo

Mitigation Actions
● Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf


National Weather Service
Corpus Christi TX

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

● Normal streamflow 
across most of South 
Texas 

● Reservoirs continue to 
decline

Image Captions: 
Left- USGS 7 day average streamflow HUC map valid 09 01 2023

Right- Reservoir Pool Elevation Table valid 09 03 2023

 
Reservoir

Pool 
Elevation 

(ft)

Current 
Elevation 

(ft)

Choke Canyon. 220.5 194.5

Lake Corpus 
Christi

94.0 87.8

Lake Texana 44.0 39.6

Coleto Creek 98.0 95.6

Canyon Lake 909.0 892.3

Lake Amistad 1117.0   1067.2

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=tx


National Weather Service
Corpus Christi TX

Fire Hazard Impacts

● Burn Bans in place due 
to dry fuels

● Significant Wildland 
fire Above normal for 
September

Latest TX Burn Ban map 
available here.

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire 
Potential Monthly Outlook for September 2023

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Image Caption:
 TX Map KBDI Index Valid 

MM DD YYYY

Image Caption: TX Map Outdoor Burn Ban Valid 
September 01, 2023 

https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://twc.tamu.edu/kbdi
https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/DecBan.png


National Weather Service
Corpus Christi TX

Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid MM YYYY

Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Precipitation Outlook.
Valid MM to MM YYYY

Long-Range Outlooks
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Above normal 
temperatures and Below 
Normal precipitation likely 
to continue in South Texas

Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid 09 2023

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_prcp.gif


National Weather Service
Corpus Christi TX

Image Caption: 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Released MM DD, 
YYYY valid for MM-MM YYYY

Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Drought conditions for 
September likely to 
persist across South 
Texas and much of the 
state.

Image Caption: 
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Released 08 
31, 2023 valid for 09 2023

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

