Drought Information Statement for

South Texas

Valid September 1, 2024
Issued By: NWS Corpus Christi, TX

. Contact Information: sr-crp.webmaster@noaa.gov

- * el e This product will be updated by October 7, 2024 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
/% S e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
N\ >y e Please visit hitps://www.weather.gov/crp/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements..

Abnormally dry conditions return to more areas of South Texas
Below normal rainfall across the region for August
Above normal rainfall expected for the region through September
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U.S. Drought Monitor
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D2 (Severe Drought): None

D1 (Moderate Drought): None

DO: (Abnormally Dry): La Salle, McMullen,
Webb counties including portions of Duval
Coastal Kleberg, Coastal Nueces, Coastal San —
Patricio and Coastal Aransas counties
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought  Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov DataValid: 08/27/24
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png

Recent Change in Drought Intensity September 1, 2024
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Link to the latest 4-week change map

e Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
o Drought Worsened: much of the Brush
COU ntry and Coastal Bend U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Corpus Christi, TX WFO

4 Week

o No Change: remainder of South Texas.

o Drought Improved: None

SiTy oF W
- 5 Class Degradation
|——L ass Degradation
Bl sc i

ass Degradation

:l 2 Class Degradation
:I 1 Class Degradation
:l No Change

:] 1 Class Improvemen
[:l 2 Class Improvemen

ment
ment
AUgUSt 27,2024 - 3 Class Improvement
ment
ment

compared to - 4 Class Improvemen

July 30, 2024 :
droughtmonitor.unl.edu . e

ass Improvemen

@ i Genar) National Weather Service
\ ’ S | Inis |
U.S. Department of Commerce Corpus Christi, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png

September 1, 2024
4:56 PM

e Most of South Texas
saw below normal
rainfall with most
locales generally in the
0.01-2.00" range. A
few pockets in the
northeastern region
saw over 2",

National Oceanic and

Vﬂ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
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Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)

Last Updated: 09/01/24 100% 150% 200% 300%

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 09/01/24
image courtesy of Drought.gov

Inches of Precipitation

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;
image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Corpus Christi, TX


https://www.weather.gov/crp/daily_rainfall_temps
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7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly

e T[emperatures were
slightly above to much
above normal over the
past week

e Looking at the past

)
month, temperatures
were near to slightly
above normal —
Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F) Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)
-8 -6 -4 -3 -1 0 -8 -6 -4 -3 -1 0
0 1 3 4 6 8 0 1 3
Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 08/28/24 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 08/28/24
courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov
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Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

E&jﬁ Summary of Impacts September 1, 2024
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Hydrologic Impacts
e Low reservoir levels contributing to water restrictions

Agricultural Impacts (https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/)

e (oastal Bend: Hot, dry weather continued in the Coastal Bend with no significant rain, leading to declining topsoil
and subsoil moisture. Corn and rice harvests were nearly complete, with corn yields ranging from 130-150
bushels per acre. Cotton harvest was 95% finished, with some areas delayed by rain. Hay fields were being cut
and baled, but the harvest slowed due to dry conditions. Pastures were deteriorating and browning without rain.
Pecan trees were shedding nut clusters prematurely. Livestock remained in good condition despite the dry
weather. Cattle prices were holding steady at historic highs.

e South: South Texas experienced hot and dry conditions, with temperatures reaching 100-110 degrees daily.
Rangeland and pasture conditions deteriorated due to the lack of rain, increasing fire risk. Cotton harvest
continued, but poor lint quality led many producers to shred and plow fields instead. Citrus crops showed signs of
heat and drought stress, while forage availability declined, prompting some ranchers to reduce stocking rates.
Supplemental feeding was necessary, and hay cutting and baling continued. Farmers began planting fall
vegetables and preparing fields for winter crops. Livestock water remained critical, and topsoil moisture declined.
Despite the heat, beef cattle prices stayed strong, and wildlife appeared to be coping well.

N/ by National Weather Service
U.S. Department of Commerce Corpus Christi, TX


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter
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E&jﬁ Summary of Impacts September 1, 2024
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Fire Hazard Impacts
e |Low to moderate fire danger at this time

Other Impacts
e Corpus Christi under stage 2 water restrictions (https://www.cctexas.com/)
e Laredo under stage 3 water restrictions (https://laredoutilities.com/water-conservation-program/)
e Alice under stage 2 restrictions
(https://www.alicetx.com/2024/03/11/city-of-alice-enters-stage-2-moderate-drought-restriction/#/)
e Bishop under stage 2 water restrictions
(https://southtexascommunitynews.com/stcn/bishop-under-stage-2-water-restrictions#gsc.tab=0)

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.
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e (oastal Bend: Normal e .
to above normal flows |73 Fool current
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https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=tx
https://www.waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/statewide

r& Agricultural Impacts September 1, 2024
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Crop Mcisture Index by Division
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e Crop moistureis
severely dry across
South Texas

Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/cmi.gif
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Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

e Burn Bansin place
across portions of
South Texas

e Normal significant
wildfire potential
through September

Latest TX Burn Ban map
available here.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Counties without Established
Burn Bans

- Counties with Established
Burn Bans
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DISCLAIMER

County burn ban orders are established by county judge
and/or county commissioners' courts. Texas A&M Forest
Service is not responsible for establishing or removing
burning bans. Texas A&M Forest Service is updating and|
displaying this information daily as a public service.

For more information please contact youf
local county judge's office or county websfe=

RED FLAG WARNINGS: www.weather.gov
Additional map formats available at https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/Burnbans/

Frio
Garza
Glasscock
Gray
Grayson
Hale

Hall
Hamilton
Hardeman
Hemphill
Henderson
Hidalgo
Hil

Hood
Howard
Hudspeth
Hunt

Jack

Jeff Davis
Jim Hogg
Johnson
Jones
Kaufman
Kendall
Kenedy
Kimble
King
Kinney
Knox
Lamar
Lampasas
La Salle
Lavaca
Limestone
Lipscomb
Llano
McCulloch
MclLennan
Martin
Mason
Maverick
Medina
Mills
Mitchell
Montague
Morris

Counties with Burn Bans:138

Navarro
Nolan
Oldham
Palo Pinto
Parker
Pecos
Presidio
Reagan
Red River
Reeves
Roberts
Rockwall
Runnels
San Patricio
San Saba
Schleicher
Scurry
Shackelford
Sherman
Somervell
Starr
Stephens
Stonewall
Sutton
Swisher
Tarrant
Taylor
Terrell
Throckmorton
Tom Green
Travis
Upton
Uvalde
Val Verde
Ward
Wheeler
Wichita
Wilbarger
Willacy
Wilson
Winkler
Wise
Yoakum
Young
Zapata
Zavala

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
September 2024
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential

I ~bove Normal [ Geographic Area Boundary
[ Below Normal [ State Boundary
[] Normal

SERVICES

Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued September 1, 2024

Next issuance October 1, 2024

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur.
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.

National Weather Service
Corpus Christi, TX



https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://twc.tamu.edu/kbdi
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& Seven Day Precipitation Forecast 4:56 PM
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7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for September

e Approximately conditions here 1-4" 1,2024-September 8, 2024

of rain is forecast over the next 7 PRSP
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days
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Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 09/01/24
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Slightly above normal
chances for precipitation
through September
Slightly above normal
chances for temperatures

in September

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

September 1, 2024

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for September 1,
2024-September 30, 2024
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60%

Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation
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Monthly Temperature Outlook for September 1,
2024-September 30, 2024

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures
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Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures
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Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures
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e Drought conditions are
i Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for August 31,
not curre ntl_y N p[a ce 2024-November 30, 2024

and are not expected Q ot
<
™~

to develop over the
next 3 months.
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Drought Is Predicted To...
Persist Improve W End Develop No Drought
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