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WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE

What Does Probability of Precipitation Mean?

It's the likelihood of occurrence, expressed as a percent, of a measurable amount of liquid precipitation
(or the water equivalent of frozen precipitation) during a specified period of time at any given point.

Measurable precipitation is defined as equal to or greater than 0.01 inch.
The specified period of time may range from 1 to 12 hours.

It's the chance that you will receive at least 0.01 inch at your location during a specified period of time
0 20% = 1-in-5 chance you will receive at least 0.01" of precipitation at your location during a specified period of time
0 100% = You will get wet at some point during a specified period of time. It may rain all day or for just a minute.

What the PoP is NOT:

O A percentage of coverage of precipitation for any time period
O Anindicator of percentage of time precipitation will occur
O An indicator of how many times precipitation has occurred in the past with this same weather pattern
O A higher PoP is NOT an indicator of intensity of any precipitation
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