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Excessive Rainfall Outlook – What does it mean?
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Excessive Rainfall Outlook – Risk Categories

Risk Category Probability of Rainfall Exceeding Flash Flood Guidance Issued for 

Marginal (MRGL) At least 5% Days 1-3

Slight (SLGT) At least 15% Days 1-5

Moderate (MDT) At least 40% Days 1-5

High (HIGH) At least 70% Day 1-3

• Excessive Rainfall Outlooks show the probability that the forecasted rainfall will exceed flash flood 
guidance.

• Flash Flood Guidance is the rainfall in any 1-hour, 3-hour or 6-hour period that would result in 
rivers and streams up to bank full conditions, so if exceeded flooding would be expected to occur.

• Excessive Rainfall Outlooks are issued by the Weather Prediction Center

Note: Flash floods are rare events at any one specific location, and therefore, the probability of a flash flood is low even 
when forecasters are confident that flash flooding will occur within the outlook area. 



Albany, NY
WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE

www.weather.gov/alyNWSAlbany @NWSAlbany 

Excessive Rainfall Outlook – Risk Categories



Albany, NY
WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE

www.weather.gov/alyNWSAlbany @NWSAlbany 

Excessive Rainfall Outlook –  What does it mean?



Albany, NY
WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE

www.weather.gov/alyNWSAlbany @NWSAlbany 

Excessive Rainfall Outlook –  What does it mean?

New York State has only had 3 high risk days since 2016, so be prepared to act when you see “High Risk”
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Excessive Rainfall Outlook –  Issuance Times
Outlook Issuance Time Valid Time Period

Day 1 430 am EDT
330 am EST

8 am to 8 am next day 
7 am to 7 am next day

Noon EDT
11 am EST

Noon to 8 am next day 
11 am to 7 am next day

9 pm EDT
8 pm EST

9 pm to 8 am next day 
8 pm to 7 am next day

Day 2 430 am EDT
330 am EST

8 am Day 2 - 8 am Day 3
7 am Day 2 - 7 am Day 3

 430 pm EDT
330 pm EST Update to already issued Day 2 Outlook

Day 3 430 am EDT
330 am EST

8 am Day 3 - 8 am Day 4
7 am Day 3 - 7 am Day 4

430 pm EDT
330 pm EST Update to already issued Day 3 Outlook

Day 4 130 am  EDT 
1230 am EST

8 am Day 4 - 8 am Day 5
7 am Day 4 - 7 am Day 5

130 pm EDT
1230 pm EST Update to already issued Day 4 Outlook

Day 5 130 am  EDT 
1230 am EST

8 am Day 5 - 8 am Day 6
7 am Day 5 - 7 am Day 6

130 pm EDT
1230 pm EST Update to already issued Day 5 Outlook


