
Deleting Records From Tables Using VACUUM

When records are deleted from a table through an SQL DELETE  the deleted records are not removed from the db and the free space is NOT MARKED AS BEING AVAILABLE FOR RE-USE.  The VACUUM command must be run to make space available for re-use or to remove records from db.  The command

VACUUM   table-name

marks the deleted or updated records as being available for re-use within the table.  It does not lock the table.  The command

VACUUM FULL table-name

attempts to remove deleted or updated records from the table and make the space reusable by other tables.  See Section 21.1.1 of the PostgreSQL 7.4.3 Documentation entitled "Recovering disk space" for information on strategies for running VACUUM.
Emails to the SQL newsgroup say that vacuum can be a “killer” on heavily used databases (over 100,000 transactions per hour).  Work is being done on a new version which should fix problem.

V7.4 introduced an auto_vacuum command called pg_autovacuum.

The VACUUM command (called “embedded” vacuum) can also be called from within an ecpg program.

