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Where’s the Snow?
We’re Currently in a Significant Snow Drought Across Much of Our Area

Season Snowfall Totals
Norfolk 4.0” | -8.1”
Omaha 1.0” | -9.1”
Lincoln 1.0” | -8.4”
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Omaha: 27.1”

Lincoln: 26.0”

Norfolk: 29.9”

Average Annual Snowfall

Omaha & Lincoln Peak Snowfall

Norfolk Snowfall Tends to 
Pick Up First

Norfolk Snow Potential Tends 
to Linger

What’s Our Normal Seasonal Snowfall?
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It Has Also Been Warmer Than Normal Too

Key Messages
● With the lack of snow, it 

has also been much 
warmer than normal too, 
running several degrees 
above seasonal values.  

● Since October 1st, for 
average temperature, it’s 
been the 12th warmest 
period in Omaha, the 6th 
warmest in Lincoln, and 
2nd warmest in Norfolk. 
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Least Snowiest Seasonal Rankings

Omaha Area, NE Lincoln Area, NE Norfolk Area, NE

Key Messages
● Through January 10th, 2025, it’s the 3rd least snowiest winter at Omaha, 

the 2nd least snowiest in Lincoln, and the 11th least snowiest in Norfolk. 
● Still plenty of time to make up snowfall deficits, especially with one big 

snow storm. 

9.1” below normal 8.4” below normal 8.1” below normal● Latest first measurable snowfall on record (1/4)
● Longest period between measurable snowfall 

(351 days 1/18 - 1/4)

October 1 - January 10
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Top 10 1-Day Snowfalls

Key Messages
● Many of our Top 10 1-day snowfalls have occurred in January through March. 
● Recently in our area, mid to late winter can be much more harsh than earlier in 

the season. 
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Snow Drought Also Exists Across Much of the Northern US

Southern places like Kansas City, St. Louis, Louisville, Dallas, Little Rock, Memphis, 
Birmingham, and Atlanta have had more snow than Omaha so far this season. 
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8-14 Day Climate Outlook

Key Message
● January 18th through January 24, temperatures have a 70-80% chance of being 

below normal. Precipitation could be near normal or leans slightly above.
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Key Messages
● We’re currently in 

a mild La Niña 
winter pattern.

● A La Niña winter 
has equal chances 
of below normal, 
normal, or above 
normal conditions 
for the central US. 

● We seem to be 
experiencing the 
“below normal” 
snowfall pattern. 

La Niña is the Dominating Pattern in the Pacific Ocean
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Remainder of the Winter Outlook

Key Message
● Typical La Niña pattern expected. 
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Current Drought Status

Key Messages
● Moderate Drought continues 

across much of the region, 
with Severe Drought in 
northeast Nebraska.

● Drought is forecast to persist 
through the remainder of the 
winter. 

● A “big snow” would likely 
help our soil moisture 
profiles quite a bit.
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National Weather Service Omaha:
● weather.gov/oax 

NWS Omaha Winter Weather Page: 
● weather.gov/oax/winter

NWS Omaha PDF DSS Packet: 
● https://www.weather.gov/media/oax/DssPacket.pdf 

Weather Prediction Center Winter Page: 
● https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=wwx 

Winter Storm Severity Index (WSSI): 
● https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi.php 

Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Outlooks:
● https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1 

National Operational Hydrologic Remote Sensing Center (NOHRSC)
● https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/nsa/ 

➔ Winter Weather Safety
➔ Reporting Winter Weather
➔ Recent Snowfall Reports
➔ NE 511 | IA 511

Social Media: Facebook | Twitter

Other Miscellaneous Resources

https://www.weather.gov/oax/
https://weather.gov/oax/winter/
https://www.weather.gov/media/oax/DssPacket.pdf
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=wwx
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/nsa/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/winter
https://www.weather.gov/crh/stormreports?sid=oax
https://www.weather.gov/source/crh/snowmap.html?sid=oax
https://www.511.nebraska.gov/
https://www.511ia.org/
http://facebook.com/NWSomaha
http://twitter.com/NWSOmaha

