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Drought Information Statement for
Southeast LA and Southwest MS

Valid December 21, 2023

Issued By: NWS New Orleans/Baton Rouge
Contact Information: sr-lix.webmaster@noaa.gov

This product will be updated Dec 28, 2023 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.

Please see all currently available products at https:/drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

.gov/lix/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.weather
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https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements

é U.S. Drought Monitor
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“r,,.»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for SE Louisiana and SW Mississippi
U.S. Drought Monitor
|

e Current drought conditions have remained
steady this week.

e Drought intensity and extent

o D4 (Exceptional Drought): Mainly across
areas south of Lake Pontchartrain

o D3 (Extreme Drought) to D2 (Severe
Drought): Still covers a large portion of SE
LA and Southern MS

o D1 (Moderate Drought) to DO (Abnormally
Dry): Coastal Mississippi

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2 (D3)

Drought (D4)

@ Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
V U.S. Department of Commerce NeW OrleanS/Baton Rouge, LA


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?South
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7., .3 Link to the latest 4-week change map for SE Louisiana and SW Mississippi

One Week Drought Monitor Class Change

Drought Worsened: No Change
(Yellows)

No Change: (Gray)

Drought Improved: No Change
(Greens)

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map
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Drought Change Since Last Week
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Source(s): NDMC. NOAA, USDA: image courtesy of Drought.gov DataValid: 12/19/23

National Weather Service
New Orleans/Baton Rouge, LA



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_south_chng_4W.png
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e Increasing rainfall Precipitation (in) Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
events since mid 11/20/2023 - 12/19/2023 11/20/2023 - 12/19/2023

november have helped
improve the drought.

e The departure from
normal percentages are
currently well above
100% now given the
amounts of rain that fell.

e Despite the recent 6 to
10 inches of rain, we are ]
i : e R s 0 bR R N ey
still below normal in SR 2SS0 75 700 125 50 200 400 800
12/20/2023 ot HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Clima 2/20/2023 at HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Clirr

some areas since the
beginning of the year.
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Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
e The recent cold fronts 11/20/2023 - 12/19/2023 11/20/2023 - 12/19/2023

have kept temperatures
much more seasonable
over the last 30 days

e Temperatures are within a B
few degrees of normal this &
time of year.

25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 =10 -8 -6 —4 —2 0 2 4 6 8 10
1/2023 at HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional 0/2023 at HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional
National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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é Fire Hazard Impacts
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¥..+% Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
December 2023

e The outlook for December
indicates that chances for
wildfire has returned to normal
conditions for Southeast
Louisiana and Southern/Coastal
Mississippi. .o

e Locally, a more active weather
pattern has aided in the
reduction of critical burning o

e, 0 . ° Significant Wildland Fire Potential
conditions with statewide burn PO e i etk e ﬂ
An D _Boundary
S8 Below Normal Predictive S
bans dropped. . B S Vi B
\:’ Normal State Border Map produced by
Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center

:-' normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Boise, Idaho
fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significal Idland fire potential conditions. Issued D

ossible but less likely than usual during forecasted below norm: riods

fires are still Next iss!
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https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks

Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

. . 7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast
e Higher rainfall amounts of

1.5” to 2.5” across the area
are possible this weekend
and into the Christmas
Holiday.

e Dry weather will return for
the middle of next week for a
few days.

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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‘& Long-Range Outlooks

Ve, ”>> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e December’s outlook
indicates that
above-normal
temperatures will
continue.

Monthly Temperature Outlook

Valid: December 2023
Issued: November 30, 2023

Monthly Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: December 2023
___ Issued: November 30, 2023

\ Equél
| Chances

e There is high confidence | \fﬁq'
that above normal rainfall ]

is expected through the Pros

3 3 \ Probability 7~
remainder of December. O o | [ oo ¢
) \ Above Neal Bel .
s~ 0 Chances \ Normal  Normal Mokl -~ o 3 Probability
(-; \ Leaning /~ [I] 33-40 % []33-40% [I] 33-40% \_Leaning i = (Percent Chance)
. | Above \ 40-50% [ 40-50% 4050% J Below v Above Near Below.
<t — = o g S BN mgqual Above Normal  Normal Normal - -
T oo Fa!  E co.70% “Chances Leaning s~ [ ss-40% [C]3340% [ sa-40% 1\ Leaning
- ) Likely 9% Chances 8 Likely s < Above \_ [ 4o0-50% [ 40-50% [ 40-50% J/ Below
Above § NN Toe0% Ty N T0%0% " Beloy T X / I s0-60% . soc0%
y e e [P R Equal ;
% 2 : s
N B - oo-00% -0 100% P <§ RNG) Likey ) WM corox o U0 o 0%\ Likely
il Above Above | Wl Toso% ) Wl 080% ) gejow
&# Y . . 80-90% N s0-90%
LN i \ I 90-100% I 00-100%

@ Xftiona:‘o?eifgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
V U.S. Department of Commerce NeW OrleanS/Baton Rouge, LA


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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& Drought Outlook

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

The seasonal drought
outlook thru March indicates
the drought conditions may
improve completely.

Categories may improve or
worsen at times depending
on temperatures and rainfall

National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U' S' Seasonal Drought OUtIOOk Valid for December 21, 2023 - March 31, 2024
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released December 21, 2023

7, Y, Depicts large-scale trends based
\

(. /;p\ / on subjectively derived probabilities
v \}  guided by short- and long-range

| W statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

) can be affected by short lived events.
el 3’9 "Ongoing" drought areas are
\ -4 based on the U.S. Drought Monitor

5 /’

areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although

o D drought will remain. The green

0 VJXS < < h areas imply drought removal by the
Q 1
Drought development likely|

end of the period (DO or none).
- Drought persists
A\ = v I:I No drought
Sog ey - €0 .
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https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

Author:
Adam Hartman
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

Drought remains,
but improves

Drought removal likely

National Weather Service
New Orleans/Baton Rouge, LA
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

s> Links: See/submit

&
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Hydrologic Impacts
. .
Recreational boating and commercial industry navigation are impacted by low water levels

Drinking water has been compromised for some communities in Plaquemines Parish due to salt water intrusion

Agricultural Impacts
e Winter planting could be delayed and crops affected

Fire Hazard Impacts

° None known at this time.

Mitigation Actions
e Water Conservation is encouraged in drought areas
e Please refer to your municipality, water provider, and local Emergency Management for mitigation information

Other Information
e Please encourage use of the CMOR (link above) to report drought impacts

National Weather Service
New Orleans/Baton Rouge, LA
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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For Questions or comments please contact:
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julie.lesko@noaa.qov

National Weather Service
New Orleans/Baton Rouge, LA
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