- Drought Information Statement for

Western and North Central Nebraska

Valid October, 1/, 2024

Issued By: NWS-North Platte, NE

Contact Information:

S e e This product will be updated November, 21, 2024 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
. : e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/LBF/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
e Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

Severe drought conditions have expanded into a large portion of north
central Nebraska and the eastern Nebraska Sandhills. Abnormally dry

to moderate drought conditions encompass the remainder of
southwestern into portions of central Nebraska.
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U.S. Drought Monitor
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“v.,.»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor

e Drought intensity and Extent
D4 (Exceptional Drought)f\NeX«eIsIald[= 01!

western and north central Nebraska.
PEYCIINEITINIA): No counties in western
and north central Nebraska.

D2 (Severe Drought).Sheridan, Cherry, Brown,
Rock, Holt, Garfield, Loup, Blaine Thomas,
Hooker, Logan and Custer.

D1 (Moderate Drought): Garden, Grant,
Hooker, McPherson, Logan, Custer, Lincoln and
Arthur.

DO: (Abnormally Dry): Garden, Deuel, Arthur,
Keith, Perkins, Chase, Hayes, Frontier and
Lincoln.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 10/15/24

National Weather Service
North Platte, NE


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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»> Link to the latest 4-week change map for The High Plains

Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

o Drought Worsened: All of western and
north central Nebraska with the exception
of portions of Sheridan, Garden, Arthur,
Keith, Perkins, Chase, Lincoln, Hayes and
frontier counties.

o No Change: Portions of Sheridan, Garden,
Arthur, Keith, Perkins, Chase, Lincoln,
Hayes and Frontier counties.

o Drought Improved: No counties.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Nebraska
4 Week

October 15, 2024
compared to
September 17, 2024

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

National Weather Service
North Platte, NE


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_high_plains_chng_4W.png
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e Locations in far
southwestern
Nebraska and a strip
from eastern Wheeler
to eastern Holt
county, saw the
highest rainfall over
the past 30 days with
amounts around a
quarter inch. Most of
this fell in the third
week of September.

e Elsewhere,
precipitation amounts
ranged from a trace
to a quarter inch.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)

Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;

Last Updated: 10/17/24

é Precipitation

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
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Last Updated: 10/17/24

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;
image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
North Platte, NE
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e Over the past week,
temperatures have
been well above
normal across all of
western and north
central Nebraska.

e Over the past 30
days, well above
normal
temperatures were
present over all of
western and north
central Nebraska.

7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly

Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)
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Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 09/23/24 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image Data Valid: 09/23/24

courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration North Platte, NE

U.S. Department of Commerce
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit

;\

Hydrologic Impacts
e “There are no known impacts at this time

Agricultural Impacts
e “There are no known impacts at this time

Fire Hazard Impacts
Local fire partners have indicated that fine fuels (grasses) are cured in western and southwestern
Nebraska and are ready to burn given the right wind and humidity conditions. Numerous grass fires

([ J
have occurred over the past month and have increased in frequency over the past week

Other Impacts
e “There are no known impacts at this time

Mitigation Actions
e “None reported”

National Weather Service
North Platte, NE

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Streamflow across the
northern half of the
area was normal to
above normal for this
time of year.

Flows in the Medicine
Creek, Frenchman,
mainstem Platte River
and Stinking Water
Creeks’ are below to
much below normal for
this time of year.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Explanation - Percentile classes

<10 >90

High |No Data

Below, Above  [Much abovel
Munc‘;\"!:‘ealr normal Normal normal normal |

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow HUC map
valid 08 14 2024

National Weather Service
North Platte, NE
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The crop moisture index across
western and north central
Nebraska, is excessively dry to
Severely dry currently.
Locations over north central
Nebraska into the eastern
panhandle are the driest.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

‘& Agricultural Impacts
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Crop Mcisture Index by Division
Weekly Volue for Period Ending OCT 12, 2024
Short Term Need va. Available Waler in a Shallow Soil Profile

LY Climate Prediction Center, L Ay RN

[71-3.0 or less [Severely Dry)
[]-2.0 to -2.9 (Excessively Dry} []+1.0 to +1.9 (Abnormally Moist)
[[J-1.0 to -1.9 (Abnormally Dry} [+2.0 to +2.9 (¥et)

[71-0.9 to +0.9 [(Slightly Dry/Faverably Maist) [Hl+3.0 and above {Excassively Watl

National Weather Service
North Platte, NE



& Fire Hazard Impacts

Yoy >>> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.
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Significant wildland fire
potential is near normal for
this time of year.

However, fire partners have
indicated that one hour fuels
are cured in western and
southwestern Nebraska and
are ready to burn given
favorable wind and humidity
conditions. Numerous fires
have been reported across
the area over the past month
with an increase in fires over
the past week.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
October 2024
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential

I Above Normal [ Geographic Area Boundary
[Z Below Normal
# | [ ] Normal

- PREDICTIVE

2 SERVICES
[ state Boundary

Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued October 1, 2024

Next issuance November 1, 2024

Above normal significant wildland fire
Significant wildland fires sho

Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.

potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur.
Id be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.

National Weather Service
North Platte, NE



https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

2wt

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for October 17,
e The precipitation forecast over the 2024-October 24, 2024

next 7 days calls for around a quarter
to half an inch across southwestern
Nebraska.

e [or locations over the Sandhills into
north central Nebraska, forecast
precipitation is under a quarter inch.

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 10/17/24
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Rapid Onset Drought Outlook

v.,..% Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.
. . o Day 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook SR
e Rapid onset of drought is not anticipated @ Valid: 10/25/2024-10/31/2024 &

across western and north central Nebraska.

SEE PROBABILISTIC MAPS

Flooding Possible

For nationwide drought coverage, please /. Rapid Onset Drought Risk

711 |visit https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ ;&3@ 0Ongoing Drought May Persist or Worsen
Climate Prediction Center Follow us: @) X
Made: 10/17/2024 3PM EDT www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

@ Eftiona:‘o?eifgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
V U.S. Department of Commerce North Pl.atte, N E


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
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‘@ Long-Range Outlooks

b - >s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

thly Temperature Outlook for November 1, Monthly Precipitation Outlook for November 1,
® The outlook for ~November 30, 2024 2024-November 30, 2024

November calls for
above normal
temperatures.

e The precipitation outlook
for November calls for
below normal
precipitation.
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Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

