


After a very dry spring season, May ended up closing out the spring
season on a wet note. Much of the area north and west of Las Cruces
ended up with well above normal rainfall. Areas to the east were only 
slightly below normal except west Texas which remained quite dry. 
Quite unusually, around mid month considerable lower level moisture 
moved into most of the area. While a few days of this moist intrusion is
not unusual for the Borderland, an intrusion lasting about 10 days such 
as this May, is very unusual. The majority of rainfall for the area 
occurred in this period from about May 14-23. 

The clouds and moisture kept many of the daily high temperatures 
below normal, while the overnight low temperatures remained above
normal. However, for the month high temperatures were near to 
slightly above normal, while low temperatures were mostly above 
normal. In fact El Paso failed to reach the century mark; the 30 year 
average for the first 100 degree reading is May 31, and El Paso typically 
sees the 100 degree mark in May about half of the time.  



Looking ahead to June, the area enjoys the longest days of daylight 
as the summer solstice occurs on June 21. Days continue to warm up, 
with average highs in El Paso on the first day at 95 degrees, peaking at 
98 degrees on June 13, and then only beginning to drop on the last day 
of June. Daylight length on June 1 is 14 hours, 5 minutes of sunshine, 
maxing out at 14 hours, 13 minutes at the summer solstice and then 
falling a couple of minutes by the end of June. 

Celestial events: The June full moon falls on June 3, which is known 
as the Strawberry Moon, while the new moon occurs on June 17. 
Unfortunately for fans of the eclipse, there are no eclipses for June.



May 3 West Fork Gila River May 13 Storm near Silver City

May 22 Funnel Cloud 

near San Lorenzo

May 13 Hail near Silver City



May 10 Fire near Juarez, Mexico



ENSO Alert System Status: 

El Niño Watch in Effect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is in a neutral status. Forecast shows neutral likely 

transitioning to El Niño over the next two months.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

May 30, 2023 Feb 28, 2023

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change
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Precipitation for the Water Year Oct 1 –May 31, 2023
Compare to last few years and average values
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1450
(Record Low Temps)

Temperature and precipitation data for 

May 2023 in El Paso = record

Normal: 0. 43”

Actual: 0.11”



Temperature and Precipitation 

for 2023 YTD for El Paso 



















www.weather.gov/epz/elpwindrosedata



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

