- Drought Information Statement for

New Mexico

Valid February 6, 2025

Issued By: NWS Albuquerque

| Contact Information:

This product will be updated March 7, 2025 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/ABQ/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

Drought is slowly expanding throughout New Mexico due to
exceptionally dry winter conditions.
Warm temperatures, high winds and low relative humidities are

aggravating drought conditions and leading to critical fire weather.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/ABQ/DroughtInformationStatement
https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates
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U.S. Drought Monitor

no areas of Exceptional Drought.
: A fringe of Extreme
Drought exists along the southern border in
the SW of the state.

D2 (Severe Drought):. Most of the Severe
Drought conditions are confined to the lower

25% of the state, however Severe Drought is

spreading along the NW border with Colorado.

D1 (Moderate Drought): Portions exist in
western NM and are developing in north
central NM.

DO: (Abnormally Dry): Widespread through
western NM and developing in the NE .

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

‘y E "> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the southwest U.S.

Drought intensity and Extent
DZ NS (LT T EIR I 1044 }9): FOor now, there are

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought
(D1) (D2) (D3)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov

Exceptional
Drought (D4)

Data Valid: 02/04/25

National Weather Service
Albuquerque


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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s> Link to the latest 4-week change map for the southwest U.S.

Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
o Drought Worsened: 1 category
deterioration in many parts of NM. 2
category deterioration observed in
western NM,

o No Change: Bands of no change observed
in west-central and southern NM.

o Drought Improved: No improvement
found anywhere in the state.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

February 4, 2025
compared to
January 7, 2025

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Southwest
4 Week

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

National We

ather Service
Albuquerque


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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Apart from some extremely

localized point in the
mountains, the state has
largely seen no more that
0.01-0.5" of precipitation in
the last 30 days.

Roughly half of the state is
showing 0-25% of what
would be considered a
normal amount of
precipitation in the last 30
days.

Far east central NM is the
only area in the last month
that approaches a normal
amount of precipitation in
the last 30 days.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

X Precipitation

E S EXTREMELY DRY CONDITIONS OVER THE LAST 30 DAYS.
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30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
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1act lindatad-m/na/t - Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 02/06/25

Qaurralel: Natianal Waathar Qanvira Multi-Dadar Multi_.Qanenr Quetam:
image courtesy of Drought.gov

Image Caption: (Left) 30-day Precip (Right) 30-day Percent of Normal ending 02/06/25.

National Weather Service
Albuquerque
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P Much of the state saw well 7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly
below normal temperature ”
conditions throughout an
unusually frigid January.

e The four corners region
remained above normal for
temperatures throughout
much of January.

e In the last week, we have
seen high temperature
records shattered by as
much as 12° around the
state including a reading of
87° in Roswell on 02/05/25.  saurcetnontsnationaicontersfor nvironmentatinformation moge.  DataVali /025 Source(s)NOARs Natons Centers for Envronmental Informationmage. DataVli /0215

courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov

Image Caption: (Left) 7-day Temp Anomaly (Right) 30-day Temp Anomaly ending 02/02/2025.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v Albuquerque

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj1sKmG67KHAxX0rokEHSZRC3QQFnoECAoQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fhprcc.unl.edu%2F&usg=AOvVaw1ChcKkJb0bOu8rU8Rzsstv&opi=89978449
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& Summary of Impacts
ndition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit Co

\ON

;\

Hydrologic Impacts
e Streamflow conditions are difficult to monitor at this time of year due to ice impacts on river gages
However, the USGS has determined that roughly half of the state is seeing below to much below

normal streamflow.

Agricultural Impacts
At this point in the year agricultural impacts can be muted. However the latest report from the USDA

points to several concerns including:
90% of the state is reporting topsoil and subsoil moisture conditions rated as poor or very poor

O
o  49% of pasture and rangeland is listed as poor or very poor.
o  21% of the winter wheat crop is listed as poor.

Fire Hazard Impacts
As per the Southwest Coordination Center, 100-hour and 1000-hour dead fuel moisture values are at

([ J
14.25% and 11.71% of normal in the northern and southern parts of the state.
Forecast conditions show a drying trend, with fuels moving into the 6-10% of normal range

([ J
e Combined with dry windy conditions, the fuel impacts support increased fire danger throughout the
state.
National Weather Service
Albuquerque

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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& Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts
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e This map shows how various river basins are performing
compared to a /-day average streamflow for the week of
September 3 (30-year climatology).

e Roughly half of the state is below the 25th percentile for
streamflow, with only a few pockets of the state reading as
above the 75th percentile.

e Itis important to keep in mind that the major river systems of
New Mexico are largely controlled by dams and reservoirs and
that “performance” is heavily influenced by human activity.

e |[tis also important to note that data quality during the winter is  ®USGS T T
Low =10

negatively impacted by ice effects on the stream gages that

1024 | 2575 | 7600 | >80 [ . VNoDala
lead to those data being ignored in this analysis. e [ [ o

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average
streamflow HUC map valid 9/3/2024

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Albuquerque
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& Agricultural Impacts

e NWS analysis of soil moisture is not as
extreme as the ground-truthed data
reported'b'y the USDA, but it still shows Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
dry conditions throughout much of the FEB 05 2025

state. lll
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National Oceanic and National Weather Service

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Albuquerque
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Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

e The latest February and March 2025 significant wildland fire potential outlooks shows above
normal fire potential spreading throughout the eastern part of the state.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
February 2025 March 2025

£
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Significant Wildland Fire Potential

T I Above Normal [ State Boundary
R~ | I Below Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary
)

R I Avove Normal [ State Boundary
RS | I Below Normal  [CJ Geographic Area Boundary
Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary

ise, Idaho
ued February 3, 2025
Next issuance March 3, 2025

Detailed information available
on the interactive map Above.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Albuquerque


https://nifc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/aa9ff369dd414b74b69b696b40a1d057
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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e Current 7 day forecasts call for
0.01-0.1" of precipitation, with the
potential for greater amounts in the
high elevations of the northern
mountains.

e For context: this continues a trend of
below average precipitation for New
Mexico and will not help with soil/fuel
moisture conditions.

e A return to more seasonal, cooler
temperatures is expected to start on
Sunday in the eastern part of the state
and expand throughout the rest of New
Mexico.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for February 6,
2025-February 13, 2025

Predicted Inches of Precipitation

N |
01 025 05 0.75 1 125 1.

0 0.01 5 175
175 2 25 3 4 5 7 10 15 20
Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 02/06/25

courtesy of Drought.gov
National Weather Service
Albuquerque
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e The latest CPC monthly
precipitation outlook for
February favors below
normal precipitation in
southern half of NM and
equal chances for above,
below or near normal
conditions throughout the

northern third of the state.

e The latest CPC monthly
temperature outlook for
February favors above
normal temperatures for
All of New Mexico, with
strongest chances in the
southeast.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

‘& Long-Range Outlooks

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for February 1,
2025-February 28, 2025
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 01/31/25

Monthly Temperature Outlook for February 1,
2025-February 28, 2025
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Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures
33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures
33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures
33% 40% 50%

Sourcel(s): Climate Prediction Center: image courtesv of Drousht.eov Last Undated: 01/31/25

Image Caption: (Left) September Precip Outlook and (Right) Temperature Outlook

National Weather Service
Albuquerque


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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& Drought Outlook

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
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PY Drought conditions are expected to 1-Month Drought Outlook for February 1, 2025-February
28,2025

PERSIST or DETERIORATE throughout :
much of the state in February.

e \We are already seeing expansion of drought
in areas not captured by this forecast,
specifically the NE portion of New Mexico.

DroughtIsPredicted To...

. Persist Improve ) End ) Develop No Drought
Llnks to the lateSt: Chanvenle\i Climaata Dradisrtian Cantar immama ranvtacu af Nvanimht Ao Lacrtllndatad. N1/21/7E
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Qutlook

Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
V Albuquerque

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

