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March 18 | Near Elk, NM

Photo courtesy Camille Graham
March 3 | South of Roswell, NM

Photo courtesy Wendell Malone

March 2025 will be remembered for the rounds of dust storms that battered the state throughout the month. 

Widespread blowing dust occurred on four different days (Mar. 3rd, 6th, 14th, and the 18th), with the 18th being the 

dustiest of them all. Throughout the afternoon, numerous dust storms impacted travel throughout central and 

eastern NM and the WFO shattered the daily record for number of Dust Storm Warnings issued. The dust was 

accompanied by damaging wind gusts in excess of 70 mph and critical fire weather conditions as well, which did 

lead to several new fire starts. Unfortunately, snow was hard to come by during March and the entire state ended 

up with below average precipitation. This stretch of dry weather prompted a drastic expansion in severe drought 

conditions. Overall, the month was warmer than average despite a couple of cold snaps.

March 18 | Near La Bajada on I-25

Photo courtesy of NM Forestry Division
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March 2025 Detailed Precipitation
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The March 2025 average statewide temperature was 47.8°, 

which was 4.3° above the long-term normal of 43.5° (1901-

2000). This ranked as the 13th warmest March on record 

(1895-2025).

The March 2025 average statewide precipitation was 0.33”, 

which was 0.40” below the long-term normal of 0.73” (1901-

2000). This ranked as the 28th driest March on record (1895-

2025).

Temperature Precipitation

New Mexico Temperature & Precipitation Trends
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Drought conditions continued to worsen during March across New Mexico due to continued 

dry and warm conditions. The most notable change was the significant expansion of Severe 

Drought (D2) across central and northern New Mexico.

Drought Trends



March 2025 El Nino – Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
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Temperature
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Precipitation

April-May-June

There are increased chances for above average temperatures and below average precipitation during the April 

through June timeframe across the entire state of New Mexico.

Temperature & Precipitation Outlook
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The March 2025 average temperature for Albuquerque was 50.9°, which was 1.4° above the 

normal of 49.5°. The average maximum temperature for the month was 65.1°. This was 2.3° 

above the normal average maximum temperature of 62.8°. The average minimum 

temperature for the month was 36.8°. This was 2.6° above the normal average minimum 

temperature of 36.2°. This ranked as the 20th warmest March on record.

Average Temperature: 50.9°

Albuquerque Sunport Temperatures
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The March 2025 precipitation for Albuquerque was 0.04”, which was 0.42” below the normal 

of 0.46”. This ranked as the 20th driest March on record. 

Precipitation: 0.04”

There was 0.1” of snow, compared to the normal of 0.7”.

Albuquerque Sunport Precipitation
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The March 2025 average temperature for Clayton was 49.1°, which was 4.2° above the 

normal of 44.9°. The average maximum temperature for the month was 64.4°. This was 4.4° 

above the normal average maximum temperature of 60.0°. The average minimum 

temperature for the month was 33.8°. This was 4.0° above the normal average minimum 

temperature of 29.8°. This ranked as the 12th warmest March on record.

Average Temperature: 49.1°

Clayton Temperatures
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The March 2025 precipitation for Clayton was 0.41”, which was 0.50” below the normal of 

0.91”. This ranked as the 56th driest March on record. 

Precipitation: 0.41”

There was 2.4” of snow, compared to the normal of 3.4”.

Clayton Precipitation
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The March 2025 average temperature for Roswell was 58.2°, which was 3.0° above the 

normal of 55.2°. The average maximum temperature for the month was 75.5°. This was 4.5° 

above the average maximum temperature of 71.0°. The average minimum temperature for 

the month was 41.0°. This was 1.6° above the normal average minimum temperature of 

39.4°. This ranked as the 8th warmest March on record. 

Average Temperature: 58.2°

Roswell Temperatures
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The March 2025 precipitation for Roswell was a Trace, which was 0.54” below the normal of 

0.54”. This tied the 8th driest March on record. 

Precipitation: Trace

There was 0.0” of snow, compared to the normal of 0.7”.

Roswell Precipitation
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NCEI Climatological Rankings: https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/national/rankings

PRISM Climate Data: http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/

NWS Local Climate Pages: https://w2.weather.gov/climate/index.php?wfo=abq

NCEI Storm Data: https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/

Questions?: sr-abq.webmaster@noaa.gov

NWS Albuquerque Facebook

@NWSAlbuquerque & #nmwx

Resources & Contacts

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/national/rankings
http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/
https://w2.weather.gov/climate/index.php?wfo=abq
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/
mailto:sr-abq.webmaster@noaa.gov
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