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Where Twisters Hit
Communities In Arkansas, Iowa, Illinois and Missouri

were severely damaged by tornadoes Wednesday night.
Death tolls continued to mount today as rescne workers
sorted through wreckage in the cities. Jonesnoro, Ark.,
was the worst hit area, where more than 48 persons are
reported killed. (AP Wirephoto)

6 Miners,

d Sah
HOMINY FALLS, W. Va. (AP)—Six coal miners, isolated deep-

ly in a flooded mine shaft and presumed dead for nearly 10
days, were rescued today. All were termed in "good shape."

"Thank you, God," said Larry Lynch, the first to reach the

70 Killed
In Outbreak
Of Twisters

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A massive outbreak of tor- j
nadoes slammed at the nation's |
midsection late Wednesday, kill-
ing more than 70 persons, injur-
ing several hundred and leaving
a trail of damage estimated in
the millions of dollars.

The toll of deaths in the twist-
ers and severe thunderstorms
climbed to 72 today, with 48
dead in Arkansas alone. Iowa
counted 14 dead, Illinois 8, Mis-
souri and Indiana 1 each.

As expected, the reported toll
climbed sharply as daylight
broke over the stricken region.
Darkness and flash flooding had
hampered search operations.

Hardest hit was the northeas-
tern Arkansas university city of
Jonesboro which counted 33
dead and more than 350 injured.
A twister slammed into the
southeastern section of the city
at dusk scattering homes like
dominoes.

Arkansas State Police report-
ed 10 dead at the little town of
Oil Trough, a community of 235
residents which eyewitnesses
said was virtually destroyed.
Three died at Mountain Home
and two were Miled at Tucker-
man, all within 100 miles of
Jonesboro.

The rasn of tornadoes — the
Weather Bureau reported more
than 30 in a nine-state area

• from Kansas to Ohio —erupted
as a strong cold front clashed
with warm, humid tempera-
tures in the mid 80s.

Shortly before striking in Ar-
kansas, the wave of twisters
raked northeastern Iowa. A fun-
nel cloud roared through down-
town Charles City around 4 p.m.
Eleven were dead when the
storm was over and, police re-
ported, most buildings in an
eight-block area were demol-
ished.

Only one hour later a twister
whipped into Oelwein, 50 miles
fronTCharlesXIity, striking first
at the south edge of the commu-
nity and then blasting a path
through the business section.
The Iowa highway patrol said
one person was killed, two were
missing and a child was report-
ed Mlled just north of the city.

Tornadoes 14
n Northeast Iowa

Devastation at Oelwein, Charles City
Separate tornadoes that swept through northeast Iowa

Wednesday night flattened downtown sections of Oelwein
and Charles City. A tenant of the demolished Grand Hotel
in Oelwein (above) sifts through the wreckage. It was first
thought that a number of roomers at the hotel had died,

but all were later reported to be safe. Below, Charles
City residents walk past a pile of rubble that once was a
variety store. Scores of people were injured in a rash of
Midwest tornadoes which also struck parts of Illinois, Mis-
souri and Arkansas. (AP Wirephotos)

mine entrance in pre-dawn darkness this morning.
have delivered us from this liv-

"You

ing death...I made a vow all six
of us would be out here together
to thank the Lord."

Four other men trapped in the
same area were found dead and
t heir bodies were brought to the
mine opening a b o u t 7 a.m.
(CDT), about four hours after
the six reached safety.

One report yet to be con-
firmed was that two of the dead
men drowned while trying to
run from the wall of water as it
broke into the mine. There was
no report on how the other two
died but officials said they pre-
sumed they drowned. Autopsies
will be performed later today.

Another 15, who were trapped
lust before noon on May 6 when
water poured in from an adjoin-
m<r and abandoned mine, were
rescued last Saturday.

The six paused for prayer at
the mine entrance, receivec
quick medical , checkups and
wc'-e sped by ambulances tc. Sa-
cred Heart hospital in Rich-
wood, 15 miles away.

"Who --aid miracles don't hap
pen'1'' shouted one miner as he
alighted from an ambulance at
the hospital's entrance "People
s-civ. God is dead but he's alive
and here \\i th us "

The men sipped hot chocolate
in ihot r hospi ta l beds Ml ap-
praied cheerful and unharmed
but hospital authorities barred

men while they chatted with
heir families.
There had been no contact

vith the men since the water
rushed in from the abandoned
mine just before noon on May 6.
A hole was drilled through the
mountain to a point where the
men were thought to be and
touched water. Officials pre-
sumed they had drowned.

One of the rescued men told
officers of the Gauley Coal and
Coke Co., operator of the mine,
trey had rationed the sandwich-
es taken for lunch on May 6.
they had rationed the sandvvich-
with them when rescued.

They said they also drank the
murky water which flooded the
passageway. A doctor at the
hospital said the water had to
be considered contaminated. He
said the danger of typhoid and
dysentery exists.

A search team spotted tracks
this morning on the other side
of receding water in the pass-
ageway and followed them to
the men. The trapped men had
left their underground prison
and walked to the edge of the
water as it receded.

The six then followed the
search team on their hands and
knees for 800 yards to a mine
cart. The cart took them to a
conveyor belt which they rode
to the mine entrance. The cart
skipped the track but one offi-
cial j.aid the three men in it
"were in good enough shape to

National Guard troops were
called out both in Arkansas and
Iowa. Additional doctors, nurses
and blood were flown to stricken
parts of Iowa from as far away
as Minneapolis.

The storms in Arkansas
poured more heavy rain on sec-
tions of that state still flooded
from heavy downpours earlier
in the week.

Tornadoes or severe thunder-
storms swept almost the entire
length of Illinois, starting before
noon Wednesday and continuing
into the night.

Hardest hit in Illinois was
Freeburg, near East St. Louis,
where four dead and scores of
injured were reported.

700 Injured
In Oelwein,
Charles City

By THE ASSOCIVTKD PRESS

Separate tornadoes ripped
paths of devastation thiough
two northeast Iowa cities late
Wednesday, leaving at least 14
dead and p r o p e r ! v damase
reckoned in the millions of dol-
lars

The Red Cross said 2,000
homes in a 105-square block-
area were destroyed with ma-

More Pictures.
Story on Page HA

jor damage to another 1.000
homes and 15 businesses de-
stroyed in Charles City.

It said 367 persons at Charles
City were injured with 150 still
hospitalized this m o r n ing,
and 326 were injured in Oel-
wein, with 30 still in the hospi-
tal.

Gov. Harold Hughes flew to
the stricken cities to view the
damage and extend state help
this morning. He was told by
Oelwein Mayor Sam Mazzi-
otti that damage in that com-
munity would run "a conserva-
tive $14 million."

Mazziotto also said three of
the injured were in critical con-
dition, and seven persons were
missing.

There were fears the death
total would rise as worker?
searched the debris.

Authorities counted 11 per-
sons dead in Charles City. An-
other death was reported at Oel-
wein, and two more at the small
town of Maynard. just north of
Oelwein

An insurance adjuster. Hal
Lubbert of Mason Ci tv . estimat-
ed damage in Charles City at
§18 million.

A tornado roared through the
center of the downtown business
district of Charles City, popula-
tion 10.419 about - 1 p m .

Gary Mossman working in an
office "building, said there vva«
"a tremendous roar and a great
vacuum. It also looked like two
funnels.

'•It jumped over our hospital,
by the grace oi God. stopped
down again and started walking
a path "right through town." he
said

\bout an hour la te i On]vein
population 8.-2S2. was struck h>
a twMer that mined m Irom

newsmen from ta lk ing to the I put it back on the track.'

^ew Apartment Building
Corpses in London; 10 Die

l . i . \ i . '\ i \P) — The side of
a b i . u n ' ' i < • ...Minor apartment
hui ld i •; in London's East End
col 1 . ipserl a f te r an explosion at
< u n 'edav Ten .KTSOUS per-
i i e ' , i i v' missing

IV.IK e •! i tlvee hodie^ !r d
t ) i - e i n o \e , • <l i M ' t n Ihe Wi -e i k
f, •*>

Seven ocenpants of the build-
IPLT were t n K e n lo a h soital and
. o!" •> s . i f i -}i~! -. u;is l i t t l r h' TV-

I . i if
Firemen pulled tuns uf debris

f i ' i i n the crumplcti side of the

1 E W SVAPEIlfl R C H I V E ® —

building but rescue teams wore
called off because of the danger
of falling walls.

Authorities said evidence of
an explosion was . u I near a
• — stc. e on the 18th floor of <lv
. ink l ing , w h i c h was completed
onlv two months ago.

One man on the 19th floor
slept through the vvho.e thing.

"We smashed his d -or down
, 'd vo epine on* in IMS- nr>in' 'n

i ' ^ - i i ' ' ^ hat ;h ' h^ll ' ' "•••
on" T h'-n li> -><ivv his l i \ < : ' - '
mom had disappeared," a fire

i man said.

2 Massive
Earthquakes
Rock Japan
TOKYO (AP) — Two massive

earthquakes, striking 10 hours
apart, ioiled the western Pacific
and jolted 600 miles of Japan's
eastern seaboard today.

The first quake, in midmorn-
ing, killed at least 25 persons
and caused tidal waves and
widespread damage.

The second, of similar size
and from the same direction al
sea. was recorded in Tokyo at
7:42 p.m. j

There was no immediate re-1
port of casualties from the sec-
ond shock, but the Central Me-
teorological Agency warned in
radio and television broadcasts
that tides from the Pacific
would rise about six feet.

The affected areas were (he
eastern seaboards of the north-
ern islands of Honshu and Hok-
kaido.

Police said in addition to the
12.") known dead, e.ght persons!
'wre missing and at Vas' .if) i n - 1

jjired. Sc\en Americans at Mis ]
awa Air Force Base, in northern
Honshu, suffered minor injuries,
but no planes were damaged.

It wasn't a" bad as it might
• h • r ber.niM- ih^ quake's

I . en ' A a- 0;i niiio out to
sea, off Hokkaido, Japan's
northernmost island.

'Poor Planning' Seen Possibility
On Melrose; Councils Questioned

the south edce of the city and
(blasted a path throimh the bus-

Dean Me>er an engineer
w i t h Radio S t a t i o n KOKL wr^
broddcastinL' a tornado warn -

, i n g when the funnel t ruck
"God help me'*' cried Me\er

as- the M.n inn t o w e r i ,me
crashing down He w is 1101 in-
jured

In C h a i l f s ( iu nr^t n u i l n -
lir,s ,n an < > i » M t ble.. k '-"'ea

By ROBERT G. HIBBS
Press-Citizen Staf. Writer

The question of whether de-
velopment of Jlelrose Avenue
has been poorly planned was
ra.scd Wednesday night by the
chairman of the Johnson County
Regional Planning Commission.

Melrose will serve as the
area's major west side traffic
artery, both as an access to
the new West High School and
the proposed 518 Freeway, as
well as the most direct route
to the University of Iowa's
Hawkeye Apartments complex.

Chairman Allan D. Vestal,
without citing either Iowa Citv
or University Heights through
which the street runs, pomtedlv
questioned Council representa-
tives from both communit ies
about planning of d e v e l o p m e n t
of the street.

• 'It seems to me the Regional i
P lanning Commission should b e )
interested in a s n u . i t i o n w h e r e '
a foui - lane d i v i d e d street VM!!
i run a t w o - l a n e road wi lho in
shoulders;, \ \ h n h then imn- a
%-fnot ( t h i c e i . m e ) MU>et." \es-

! ta l said

Serious Problem Believed
Developing in Peace Talks
P \ H I S (AP) — \ serious dis-

agreement appears lo be devel-
oping in the Paris peace talks
over re-establishing an effective
buffer xone between North and
South Vietnam as an important
step tovvard s c a l i n g down the
v\ar

I'.S. authorities analy/mg the
problem are reported to behove
that the discussions so far show-
it to ho a real issue

North V i e t n a m e s e > e p i < scn 'a
l i v e Xuan Thuy. demanded
\Vednesdav t h a t " the Kmted

States halt all mil i tary actions
against North Vietnam, includ-
ing ' ' the bombardment of art i l |
lery based in the southern part
of the OMZ" as well as air
strikes there and elsewhere

He also demanded 1h.it ihe
I 'mted Slates withdraw from
the zone, but U.S. officials said
neither the United States nor i ts
allies had established bases or
sent troops into the /one for n th -
<•<• MM* brief sv eep opei i t ien*-

The North Vietnamese h a \ e
been reporter! to have entire di-

in that area, operating

freely be tween the i r n\vn and
South Vietnamese- te r r i tory .

(n another area the Uni ted
States is working on proposals
lo support anv Vie tnam se t t le
ment w i t h a pi i ekeeping svs-
tem run by neu iu i l Asian na-
lions

Diplomat ic o f f i c i a l s reporting
this t o d a > , said the idea is to
provide mo'e e f f e c l i v i s i ipervi
sum '1\'in l i i s ivc'i p t < " i c ! < d bv
the powerless l ndn< niin Co-it ml
Commission made up of India
Poland and Canada

Iowa Cit} is p l annu i t 'n con-
strue t vet t h i s \ ea i a tour 'ane
divided s t iec t f i o m the w e s t !
I mvers i tv Heights ;owti l imi t s
west to "the w e < M edge oi the
new West I I m h School s i te
( ouncilmen have directed d r a w - 1
ing of plans for Hi,' p r o ] e c t , (
and have indica ted it w i l l he

i f inanced as part ot a proposed |
!s2-rm!linn bond issue for street '
improvements

I nhersi tv Heights council-
I I K I I Tuosdav night approved
plans and cab l ed tor bids on i

a proicct to p.ue M ' ' use as
,i . !7- tont -wi( ie street f!fi feel of
t r ave led sur ta e and six i n c h e s
of curb on each side) ,rom Kos-
er \ v e n u e to Sunset Street.

"I his h n w e v c i leaves about
th r ee - bleu ks di ex i s t in • t w > lane
as] ih, i l t i i , i v int: H u m Sunset
Mreet west t o i p e w e s t
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F l o v i i ro. inf M' mm i.'it l l ' i s
pi 'a l .11 < h a i l e s ( \\\ o \ i r f lmvod
v i t h i h . > i i i i i i i ' d Othe is w e i e
t l ,ken i i , ' .oMiiU.K :.' i i '^rle
Ma.son < n \ ani i nihei > om
mutu t i e s

( ,ov HuJies oidered N a t i o n a l
C.u.ird t i oops apd . . \ a i lab le

j h i c h w a v patrolmen i n t o both
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